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To her Royal Highneſs 
THE 
| Princels ANNof Denmark. 


MADAM, 


Hat was at firſt ad- 
dreſs d to the La- 
dies m General, 


V 


| AS ſeemmg not confiderable paſs 


to appear 1n your Royal Hzghne es 
Preſence, not being ill receryd by 
them, and having got the Addition 
of a Second Part, now preſumes on 
a more Particular Application to 


Her who is the Principal of them, 
A 2 and- 


i 1 


The Dedicac 


aud whoſe Countenance and Exam-| 
ple may reduce to Pratiice, what it | 
can only Adviſe and Wiſh. 
And when [ conſider you Madam | 

as a Princeſs who 1s ſenſible thath ; 
the Chief Prerogative of the Great! | 
# the Power they have of doing| 1 
more Good than thoſe in an Infertor| ; 
Station Can, <[ ſee no cauſe to fear ( 
that your Royal Highneſs will deny / 
Encouragement to that which has m| t 
other Deſign than the Bettering of| g 
the World, eſpecially the moſt neg: * 
lefted part of it as to all Real Im- 
provement, the Ladies. It is by » 
the Exerciſe of this Power that | 
Princes become truly Godlike, they} ; 
are never ſo Illuſtrious as w 
they ſhine as Lights un the Worl, 
by an Eminent and Heroic Vertue| | 
1 


| The Dedication. 


| 4 Vertue as much above Commen- 
| dation as it is above Detraftion, 

which fits equally Silent and 'Com- 

| per d when Oppteſt with Praiſes 
tf or Purſwd with Calumnys, 1s net-- 
t| ther hurt by theſe nor better d by 

7| the other , for the Service of GOD, 

'| and the Reſemblmg Him, being its 
4 only Aim, His Approbation m 4a 
M| ſoft and :nward Whiſper, 1s more 
0]! than the bond Hirzza's and Plau- 
fl dits of ten. thouſayd Worlds. 

- ally; ſhall not therefore offend your 
| Royal Bar with the nauſeous ſtram 
of Dedications ; for what can one 
j ſay, when by how much the more 
any Perſon deſerves Panegyric, by 
fo much the leſs they endure it ? 
al That our Royal Highneſs may be 
& A that is truly Great and Good, 
Y and 
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The Dedication, 

and have a Confluence of Tempe- 
ral, Sanftifyd and Crownd with 
Spiritual and Bternal Bleſſmgs, 


is the unfeigned and conſtant de- | 


fire of 


MADAM, 
Your Royal Highneſles 


k 


Moſt Humble and moſt: . 
Obedient Sernant 
Wt 
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Tz © THY 


' LADIES. 


1 ELADIES, 
1 ou the Profitable Adventures 

Y i.) that have gone abroad in the 

4 Worldhave met with ſo great Encou- 
.| ragemert, tho' the highelt advantage 
| they can propoſe, is an uncertain Lot 
| for ſuch matters as Opinion, not real 
—;} worth, givesa value to; things which 
| if obtain'd are as flitting and fickle as 
that Chance which is to diſpoſe of 
them ; Itherefore perſuade my ſelf, 

r pl you will not be leſs kind to a Propo- 
lition that comes attended with more 

1 | certain and ſubſtantial Gain ; whoſe 
| ealy deſignisto _— your Charms 
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and heighten your Value, by ſuffering 
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ou no longer to be; cheap-and-con- 
remprble, Te _ wr Beau- 
ty, to makeitlaſti permanent, 
which Nature withalithe helps of Art 
cannot. ſecure,.and. to placeat out of 
the reach of Sickneſs and Old ABG 
by transferring it from a corruptible 
Body ro-an immortal Mind. Anob- 
liging Deſign, which wou'd procure 
them» «xward Beauty, to whom Na- 
ture has unkindly denied the outward, 


kth. to. aff 


and not permit _thoſe Ladies who 
have comely Bodies, to tarniſh their 
Glory with deformed Souls. Wou'd 
have you all be Wits, or what is bet- 
ter, Wiſe. Raiſe you above the Vul- 
gar by ſomething more truly illuſtri- 
ous, than a ſounding Title or a 


great Eſtate. Wou'd excite in youa | 


enerous Emulation to excel in the 
| things, and not in ſuch Trifles as' 
every mean perſon who has but Mo- 
ney enough may purchaſe as well as' 
you. Not ſuffer you to take up with 
the low thought of diſtinguiſhing 
your ſelves by any thing that 15 oy 
| | 2, truly” 
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4 to the Ladies. 5 


truly valuable, and procure you ſuch 
Ornaments asall'the Treaſures of the 
Indies are not able to purchaſe. Wou'd 
help you to ſurpaſs the Men as much 
in Vertue and Ingenuity, .as you do 
in Beauty , that you may not ohly be 
as lovely, but as wiſe as Angels. Exalt 


,* and Eſtabliſh your Fame, .more than 
, } the beſt wrought Poems and loudeſt 


Panegyricks, by ennobling your Minds 
with ſuch Graces as really deſerve it, 
And inſtead of the Fuſtian Comple- 
ments and FulſomeFlatteries of your 
Admirers, obtain for you the Plaudit 
of Good Men and Angels, and the ap- 
probation of Him who cannot err. In 
a word, render you the Glory and 
Bleſſing of the preſent Age, and the 
Acmiration and Pattern of the next. 


| And ſure,I thall not need many words 


to perſuade you to cloſe with this Pro- 
pojal, The very offer is a ſufficient in- 


-} ducement,nor does it need the ſet-off's 
4 of Rhetorick to recommend it, were 


I capable, which yet I am nor, of 
appiying them with the greateſt 
force. Since you can't be ſo unkind 
A 3 0 
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£7 to your felves, as to refuſe you,real In- | 
; tereſt, only entreat you to be ſo wiſe | 
rY as toexamine wherein it conſiſts ; for ? 


nothing is of worſe conſequence than *' 
to be deceiv'd in a matter of fo great | 
concern. *Tis as little beneath your | 
Grandeur as your Prudence, to exa- 
mine curiouſly what is in this caſe of- 
fer'd you, and to take care that cheat. 
ing Huckſters don't impoſe upon you 
with deceitful Ware. This is a Mat- | 
ter infinitely more worthy your De- 
bates, than what Colours are moſt 
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k: agreeable, or what's the Dreſs be- 
S' comes you beſt. Your G/aſs will not 
© do you half ſo much ſervice as a ſcri- 
7 | ous refleftion on your own Minds, + 
I | which will diſcover Irregularities 


more worthy your Correction, and 
keep you from being eicher too much 
elatedor depreſs'd by the Repreſenta- , 
tions of the other. ?T'will not be ncar 
{o advantageous to conſult with your , 
| Dancing Maſter as with your own 
S | Thoughts, how you may with great-/ 
C |: eſt exaCtneſs tread in the Paths of} 
| Vertue, which has certainly the moſt” 
i= at: 
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to the Ladres.. 7? 


attrative Arr, and Wiſdom the moſt 
graceful and becoming Mex : Let 


* theſe attend you, and your Carriage 


will bealways well compogd, and 
ev'ry thing you do will carry. its 
Charm with it. No ſolicitude-in the 
adornation of your ſelves is diſcome- 
mended, provided you imploy your 
care about that which 1s really. your 
ſelf, and do notnegleCt that particle of 
Divinity within you, which muſt ſur- 
vive, and may (if you PRO 
py and rerſelt. when it's unſuitab 

and much inferiour Companion -s 
mouldring into Duſt. Neither will 
any pleaſure be denied you, who are 
only deſir'd not to catch at the Sha- 
dow and let the Subſtance go, You 
may be as ambiztous as you pleaſe, ſo 
you aſpire to the beſt things, and con» 


{ tend with your Neighbours as much 


as you can, that they may not out do 


; youinanycommendable Quality. Let 


It never be ſaid, That they to whom 
pre-eminence 1s ſo very agreeable, 


| can be tamely content that others 


lhou'd ſurpaſs them in thi, and pre- 
A 4 . cede 
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cede them in a better World ! Re- 


member, T pray you, the famous Wo- ' 


men of former Apes, the Orinda's of 
tte, and the more Modern Heroins, 


and bluſh to think how much is now, 


and will hereafter be ſaid of them, 
when you your ſelves (as great a Fi- 
gure as you make ) muſt be buried in 


« 
- 
e 


, 


lilence and forgetfulneſs ! Shall your : 


Emulation fail there only where *tis 


commendable? Why are you ſo pre- { 
poſterouſly humble, as not to contend - 


tor one of the higheit Manſions in the 
Court of Heav'n? Believe me, La- 
dies, this is the only P/ace worth con- 
tending for , you are neither better 
nor worſe 1n your ſelves for going be- 
fore, or coming after »ow, but you 
are really ſo much the better, by how 
much the higher your (tation 1s 1n an 
Orb of Glory. How can you be con- 
tent to be in the World like Tulips 1n 
a Garden, to make a fine ſhew and be 
good for nothing ; have all your Glo- 
ries ſet in the Grave, or perhaps much! 
ſooner ! What your own ſentiments! 
are I know not, but I can't without: 


pity] 


to the Ladies. 


pity and reſentment refleQ, that thoſe 
Glorious Temples on which your kind 
Creator has beſtow*d ſuch exquiſite 
Workmanſhip,ſhou'd enſhrinenobet- 
ter than A#gyptian Deities ; be like a 
garniſh'd Sepulchre, which for all irs 
olittering, has nothing within bur 
emptineſs or putrefation!/What a pity 
it is, that whilſt your Beauty cafts a 
luſtre all around you, your Souls 
which are infinitely more bright and 
radiant, (of which if you had but a 
clear Idea, as lovely as it is, and as 
muchas younow value it, you wou'd 
then deſpiſe and negleQ the mean Caſe 
that encloſes it) ſhou'd be ſuffer'd to 
over-run with weeds, lie fallow and 

negleted, unadorn'd with anyGrace! 
Altho? the Beauty of the mind isneceſ- 
ſary to ſecure thoſe Conqueſts which 

your Eyes have gain'd, and &yne that 

mortal Enemy to handſome Faces, 

has no influence on a lovely Soul, but 

to better and improve it. For ſhame 

let's abandon that 0/4, and therefore 


: one wou'd think, unfaſhionable em» 
ployment of EY Butter-flies and 
$ 
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Trifles | Ne longer drudge on in the 
dull beaten road of Vanity and Folly 
which ſo many have gone before us,but 
daretobreaktheenchanted Circlethat 
cuſtom has plac'd vs in, and ſcorn the 
Vulgar way of imitatingall the Imper- 
tinencies of our Neighbours. Let us 
learn to pride our ſelves in ſomething 
more excellent than the invention of a 
Faſhion, and not entertain ſuch a de- 
grading thought ofour own worth,as to 
imagine that our Souls were given us 
only for the ſervice of our Bodies, and 
that the beſt improvement we can 
make of theſe, is to attratt the Eyes 
of Men. We value them too much, 
and our ſelves too little, if we place any 
part of our deſert in their Opinion , 
and don't think our ſelves capable of 
Nobler Things than the pititul Con- 
queſt of. me worthleſs heart. She 
who has opportunities of making an 
mtereſt in Heaven, of obtaining the 
tove and admiration of GOD and 
Angels, 15 too prodigal of her Time, 
and injurious to her Charms, to throw 
wmema way 0n vain inſignificant _ 
She 
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She need not' nake her ſelf ſo cheap 
as to deſcend to court their Applauſes, 
for at the greater diſtance ſhe keeps, 
and. the more ſhe is above them, the 
more effeCtually ſhe ſecures .their e- 
ſteem and wonder.- : Be 1o'ganerous: 
then, Ladies, as to donothing unwor- 
thy of you ; {ſo true to your Intereſt, 
as not to leſſen your Empire and de- 
preciate your Charms. Let not your 
Thoughts be- wholly .buſied 1n obſer- 
ving what reſpect 15 paid-you, but a 
part of them at leaft, :in (tudying to 
deſerve it. And afterall, remember 
that Goodneſs is the trueſt Greatneſs ; 
to be wiſe for your ſelves thegreateſt 
Wit; and that Beauty the molt deſira- 
ble which will endure to Eternity. 
Pardon me the ſeeming rudeneſs of 
this Propoſat,, which goes upon a ſup- 
poſition that there's ſomething amiſs 
in you, which it-is intended to.amend. 
My delign is:not' to expoſe, but to 
rectifie your Failures, 'To be exempt 
from miſtake, is a.priviledge few can 
pretend to,. the greateſt is to be. paſt 
Conviction and. roo obſtinate r res 
orm. 
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form. Even the Mey, as exaCt as the 
wou'd ſeem, and as muchas they di- 
vert themſelves with ourMifcarriages, 
are very often guilty of greater faults, 
and ſuch, as conſidering the advanta- 
gs they enjoy, are much more inexcu- 

ble.But I will not pretend to correC& 
their Errors, whoeither are, or at leaſt 
think themſelves too wiſe to receive 


' | 


| 


Inſtruftion from a Womans Pen. My ' 


earneſt deſire is, That you Ladies, 
would be as perfe& and happy as tis 

Mble to be in this imperfect ſtate ; 

rI Love you too well to endure a 
ſpot upon your Beauties, 1f I can by 
any means. remove and wipe it off. I 
would have you live up to the dignity 
of your Nature, and expreſs your 
thankfulneſs to GOD for the benefits 
you enjoy by a due improvement of 
them: As I know very many of you 
do, who countenancethat Piety which 
the men decry, andare the brighteſt 
Patterns of Religion that the Age af- 
fords ; *tis my. grief that all the reſt of 


our Sex do got imitate ſuch Iliuftrious ' 


Examples, and therefore I would have 


them : 


| 
| 


' only thing in faſhion) may ſneak our 


to the Ladzes. I2 


them encreasd and render'd more 


conſpicuous, that Vice being put out 
of countenance, (becauſe Vertue is the 


of the World, and its darkneſs be diſ- 
pel'd by the confluence of fo _—_ 
ſhining Graces.The Men perhaps wi 

cry out that I teach you falſe DoQrin, 
for becauſe by their ſeduQtions ſome 


' amongſt us are become very mean 


f 
$ 
; 
1 | 


and contemptible,they would - 
ſuade the reſt to be as deſpicable and 
forlorn as they. We're indeed oblig'd 
to them for their management, 1n en- 
deavouring to make us ſo,who uſe all 
the artifice they can to ſpoil, and deny 
us the means of improvement. So 
that inſtead of inquiring why all Wo- 
men are not wiſe and good, we have 
reaſon to wonder that there are any 
ſo. Were the Men as much negleQted, 
andas little care taken to cultivate and 
improve them, perhaps they wou'd 
be ſo far from ſurpaſſing thoſe whom 
they now deſpiſe, that they themſelves 
wou'd (iok into the greateſt ſtupidity 
and brutaliry. The prepoſterous re- 
rurns 
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4 


turnsthat the moſt of them make, to | 


all the careand pains that is beſtow'd 
on them, renders this no uncharitable, 
nor improbable Conjecture . . : One 
wou'd therefore almoſtthink, that the 
wiſe diſpoſer of all things, foreſeerng 
how unjuſtly Women are denied op- 
portunitiesof improvement from with- 
out, has therefore by way of compen- 
ſationendow*'d them with greater pro- 
penſions to Vertue and.a natural good- 
neſs of Temper within, which it duly 
manag'd,, would raiſe them to the 
molt eminent pitch of heroick Vertue. 
Hither, Ladies, : I :deſire you wou'd 
aſpire, *tis a noble and becoming Am- 


bition, and to remove ſuch Obſtacles 


as lie in your way 1s the delign of this 
Paper. We will therefore enquire 
what it is that. ſtops your flight, that 
keeps you groveling here below, like 
Domitian catching Flies when : you 
ſhould be bufied 1n obtaining Em- 


pires. 


Altho? it has been ſaid by Men of | 


more Wit than Wiſdom, and perhaps 
of more malice than either;/\that Woe 
men 


to the Ladies... I5 


men are naturally incapable of ating 
Prudently, or that they are neceſlari- 
ly determined to folly, I muſt by no 
meanes grant it; that Hypotheſis 
would render my endeayours imperti- 
nent, for then it would be in vain to 
adviſe the one, or endeavour the Re- 
formation of the other. Beſides, there 
are Examples in all Ages, which ſuffi- 
cieatly confute the Ignarance and Mas» 
lice of this Aſſertion. © 

The Incapacity, if there be any, is 
acquired not natural, and none of 
their Follies are ſo neceſſary, but that 
they might avoid them if they pleas'd 
themſelves. Some diſadvantages in- 
deed they labour under, and what 
theſe are we ſhall ſee by and by and 
endeavour to ſurmount; but Women 
need not take up with. mean things, 
fince (1f they are not wanting tothem- 
ſelves) they are capable of the beſt. 
Neither God nor Nature have exclud- 
ed them from being Ornaments to 


; their Families and uſeful in their Ge« 


neration ; there is therefore no reaſon 
they ſhould be content to be Cyphers 
in the World, uſeleſs at the beſt, and 


bo, 
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in a little time a burden and nuiſance | 
toall about them. And 'tis very great ; 
pity that they who are ſoapt to over» | 
rate themſelves in ſmaller Matters, | 
ſhou'd, where it moſt concerns them ' 
to know and ſtand upon their Value, | 
be fo inſenſible of their own worth. | 
The - Cauſe therefore of the defeRts | 
we labour under is, if not wholly, 
yetat leaft in the firſt place, to be a- | 
{cribed to the miſtakes of our Educati- 
oo, Which like an Error in the firſt 
ConcoCtion, ſpreads its ill Iufluence | 
through all our Lives. E 
The Soil is rich and would if well | 
cultivated produce a noble Harveſt, if | | 
then the Unskilful Managers, not } | 
only permit, but incourage noxious * | 
Weeds, tho* we ſhall ſuffer by the * ; 
Negle&, yet they ought not in juſtice ' | 
to blame any but themſelves, if they * ; 
reap the Fruit of this their fooliſh * | 
Condut. Women are from their | ; 
very Infancy debar'd thoſe Advan- } ; 
tages, with the want of which they } q 
are afterwards reproached, -and nurt- 
ed up 1n thoſe Vices which will _ 
a 


{ 
- 


C 
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| after be upbraided to them. So par- 
| tial are Men as to expect Brick where 
* they affordnoStraw ; and ſoabundant- 
| ly civilasto take care we ſhou'd make 
' good that obliging Epithet of Ig noranr, 
+ which outofan exceſs of good Man- 
| ners, they are plea&dtobeſtow on us ! 
\* One would be apt to think indeed, 
that Parents ſhoud take all poſſible 
| careof their Childrens Education, not 
 * only for their ſakes, but even for their 
 - own,And tho? the Son convey theName 
| to Poſterity, yet certainly a great Part 
: of the Honour of their Families de- 
| | pendson theirDaughters.?Tis the kind- 
| neſsof Education that binds our duty 
| | faſteſt on us :For the being inſtrumen- 
© tal tothe bringing of usintothe world, 
 * 15no matter of choiceand therefore the 
leſs obliging ; But to procure that we 
may live wiſely and happily in it, and 
| be capable of endleſs Joys hereafter, 
| 5 a benefit we can never ſufficiently 
acknowledge. To introduce poor Chil- 
dren into the World and negle& to 
tence them againſt the temptations of 
it, and ſo leave them expos'd to tem- 


poral 
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poral and eternal Miſeries, is a wick- 
ednefs. for which I want a Name ; *tis 
beneath Brutality ; the Beaſts are bet- 
ternatur'd, forthey take care of their 
off-ſpring, till they are capable of car- 
ing for themſelves. And if Mothers 
had a due regard to their Poſterity, 
how Great ſoever they are, they wou'd 
not think themſelves too Good to per- 
form what Nature requires, nor 
through Pride and Delicacy remit the 
poor little one to the care of a Foſter 
Parent. Or if neceſſity inforce them to 
deputeanother to perform zheir Duty, 
they wou'd be as choiceat leaſt, in the 
Manners and Inclinations, as they are 


leſt with their Milk they transfuſe 
their Vices, and form in the Child ſuch 
evil habits as will not eaſily be eradi- 
cated. 

Nature as bad as it is-and as much 


as. It 15 complain'd of, is fo far im-} 


proveable by the grace of GOD, up- 


on our honeſt and hearty endeavours, | 


that if we are not wanting to. our 
{elves, we may all-in ſore, rho? not 
ig 


4 


mY 


- 


in the. compleCtions of their Nurſes, 


| 
| 
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in an equal meaſure, be inſtruments 
of his Glory, Bleſſingsto this World, 
and capable of Eternal Bleſledneſs in 
that to come. But if our Nature 1s 


. * ſpoil'd, inſtead of being improv'd, at 


firlt ; if from our Infancy wearenurſ- 
ed up in Ignorance and Vanity; are 
taught tobe Proud and Petulant, De- 
licateand Fantaſtick, Humorous and 
Inconitant, *tis not ſtrange that the ill 
effets of this ConduQt appear 1n all 
the future Aftions of our Lives. And 
ſecing it is Ignorance, either habitual 
or atual, which is the cauſe of all (in, 
how are they like to eſcape this, who 
are bred up in that? That there- 


s,} fore Women are unprofitable to moſt, 


and a plague and diſhonour to ſome 


: Men is not much to be regretted on 


account of the Mer, becauſe *tis the 
product oftheir own folly, in denying 
them the benefits of an ingenuous and 
liberal Education, the moſt effectual 
means to dirett them into, and to ſe- 


| Cure their progreſs in the ways of 
| Vertue, 


| For that Ignorance-is the cauſe of | 
moſt 


| 
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moſt Feminine Vices, may be in« 
ſtanc'd inthat Pride andVanity which 
1s uſually imputed to us, and whichT 
ſuppoſe if throughly ſifted, will aps 
pear tobe ſome way or other, the riſe 
and Original of all the reſt. Theſe, 
tho* very bad Weeds, are the produQt 
of a good Soil, they are nothing elſe 
but Generoſity degenerated and cor- 
rupted. A delire to advance and per 
feft its Being, is planted by GOD 
in all Rational Natures, to excite them 
hereby to every worthy and becom- 
ing Aion; for certainly next to the 
Grace of GOD, nothing does fo pow- 
erfully reſtrain people from Evil and 
ſtir them up to Good, as a generous 
Temper. And therefore to be ambi- 
tious of perfeCtions isno fault, tho' to 
aſſume the Glory of our Excellencys 
to our ſelves, or to Glory in ſuch as 
we really have not, are. And were 
Womens haughtineſs expreſs'd in dil-y 
daining to doa meaa and evil thing, þ 
wou'd they pride themſelves in ſome-| 
what truly perfeCtive of a Rational 


nature, there were no hurt 1n it. But 
then 
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then they ought not to be denied the 
meansof examining and judging what 
is ſo; they ſhould not be impos'd on 
with tinſe _ 4, _— of worn 

ight, or undue Medium, they chuſe 
EE choir is the loſs, but the Crime. 
is the Deceivers. She who rightly 
underſtands wherein the perfeCtion of 
her Nature conſiſts, will lay out her 


«4 Thoughts and Induſtry in the acqui- 


ſition of ſuch Perfections : But ſhe 
who is kept ignorant of the matter, 


4 will take up with ſuch Objects as firſt 


offer themſelves, and bear any plau- 
ſible reſemblance to what ſhe deſires ; 
a (hew of advantage being ſufficient 
to render them agreeable baits to her 
who wants Judgment and Skill to dif- 
cern between reality and pretence, 
From whence it eaſily follows, that 
ſhe who has nothing elſe to value her 


F{elf upon, will be proud of her Beauty, » 
-yor Mony andwhat that can ——_ : 


and think her ſelf mightily oblig'd to 7 
him, who. tells her ſhe has thoſe Per- » 
tections which ſhe naturally longs for..; 
er inbred ſelf-eſteem and. delire.of : 
good, * 
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good, whicharedegenerated intoPride | 
and miſtaken Self-love,will eaſily open ' 
her Ears to whatever goes about to | 
nouriſh and delight them; and whena 
cunning deſigned Enemy from with: | 
out, has drawn over tous Party theſe | 
Traitors within, he has the Poor un- 
happy Perſon at his Mercy, whonow 
very. glibly ſwallows down his Poiſon, 
becauſe *tis preſented in a Golden Cup, | 
and credulouſly hearkens to the moſt 
diſadvantageous Propoſals , becauſe: 
they come attended with a ſeeming; 
eſteem. She whoſe Vanity makes her 
{wallow praiſes by the whole fale,' 
without examining whether ſhe des} 
ſerves them, or from what hand they 
come, will reckon it but gratitude to: 
think well of him who values her ſo 
much, and think ſhe muſt needs be ! 
merciful to the poor deſpairing Lover! 
whom her Charms have reduc'd to die! 
at her feet. Love and Honour are 
what every one of us naturally eſteem, 
oy are excellent things in themfelves| 
and very worthy our regard, and by] 
how much the readier weare * em- 
race 
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« | brace whatever reſembles them, by fo 
0 * much the more dangerous it 1s that 
g | theſe venerable Names ſhould be 
L | wretchedly abus'd and 'affixt to their 
\. | direft contraries, yet this is the Cul- 
| tom of the World : And how can ſhe 
1. | poſſibly dete& the fallacy, who has 

| no better Notion of either than what 
n,. {be derives from Plays and Romanc- 
no | &? How can ſhe be furniſhed: with 
bel any ſolid Principles whoſe very In- 
@. ſtruftors are Froth and emptineſs ? 
1g. Whereas Women were they rightly 
"S | Educated, had they obtain'd a well 
1e.} inform'd and diſcerning Mind, they 
My would be proof againſt all thoſe Bat- 
oy | [<ries, ſee through and ſcorn thoſe lit- 

J' tle filly Artifices which are us'd toen- 
{ | {nareand deceive them. Such an one 
he | Would value her ſelf only on her Ver- 
ver | £2e, and conſequently be moſt chary 
Jie! 2 what ſhe eſteems ſo much. She 
are | would know, that not what others ſay, 
hw, but what ſhe -her felf does, is the true 
ves commendation and the only thing 
that exalts her ; the loudeſt Encoini- 


$ being not half fo ſatisfaRory, : 
| c 
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the calm and ſecret Plaudit of her owg 
Mind, which moying on true-Princis 
ples of Honour and Vertue, .wou'd 
not fail on a review of it ſelf-to- ants, 
cipate that delightful Eulogy ſhe ſhall 
one day hear. | 
Whence is it but from ignorance 
froma want of Underſtanding tocomsy 
pare and Judge of things, to chuſe.a 
right End, to proportion the Mean 
to theEnd, and torateey*ry thing ac. 
cording to its proper value, that -we 
quit the Subſtance for the Shadow,f 
Reality for Appearance, and embrace} 
thoſe very things which 1f we under. f 
ſtood we ſhou'd hate and fly, butnowJ! 
are reconciÞd to, merely becauſe theyſc 
uſurp the Name, tho' they have no-jt 
thing of the Nature of thoſe venerableJ( 
Objects we deſire and ſeek? WereJt; 
it not for this deluſion, 1s it probable 
a Lady who paſſionately deſires to bekd, 
admir'd, ſhou'd ever conſent to ſuch; 
Actions as render her baſe and con-bk 
temptible? Wou'd ſhe be ſo abſurdþi] 
as to think either to get love, or tap 
keep it, by thoſe methods which: oG$h 
caſi00 
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caſion loathing and conſequently end 
in hatred? wou'd ſhe reckon it a piece 
of her Grandeur, or:hope to gain e- 
ſteem by ſuch 'excefſes as really-lefſen 
her in the eyes of all conſiderate and 
judicious perſons? Wou'd ſhe be fo 
4s lilly as to look __ think her ſelf 
14 the better perſon becauſe ſhe has more 
af Money to beſtow profuſely, or the 
gg good: luck to/ have a more ingenious 
Cf Taylor or Milliner than her Neigh- 
/e3 bour ? 'Wou'd ſhe, who by the re- 
"| gard ſhe pays to Witz ſeems to make 
eg ſome pretences to it;' undervalue her 
rf Judgment ſo much as to admit the 
Scurrility and profane noify Nonfſentt 
2 fol men, whoſe Fore-heads are better 
O-$than their Brains, to paſs under that 
le}CharaQter? Wou'd ſhe be ſo weakas 
regto imagine that a few airy Fancies 
lefoyn'd with a great deal of Tmpu- 
befdence and 11l-nature (the right detini- 
cliftion of modern Wit) can beſpeak him 
N-$: Man of ſenſe, who runs counter to 
rfl! the ſenſe and reaſon that ever ap- 
topear'd in the World? than which no- 
ng can be an Argument of ane 
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| ſhallowneſs, unleſs it be to regard 
| and eſteem him for it. Wou'd a Wo- 
' man, ifſhe truly underſtood her ſelf, 
be affected either with the praiſes or 
|'  calumnies of thoſe worthleſs perſons, 
whole Lives are a dire& contradiftion 
to Reaſon, a very (ink of corruption, 
by whom one wou'd bluſh to becom- 
mended, leſt they ſhou'd be miſak. 
en for Partners in or Connivers at 
their Crimes? Will ſhe who has a jot of 
diſcernment think to ſatisfy her gree- 
dy deſire of Pleaſure, with thoſe pro- 
miling nothings that have again andy 
ag2in deluded her? Or will ſhe to ob 
zain ſuch Bubbles, run the riſque 
forfeiting Joysinhinitely ſatisfying and} 
eternal? In ſum, did not ignorance: 
:mpoſe on us, we would never laviſh 
out the greateſt part of our Time and 
Care, on the decoration of a Tene 
ment, in which our Leaſe. is ſo very 
ſhorr, and which for all our induſtry, 
may looſe it's Beauty cer that Leak® 
be out, and in the mean while neg-. 
| I:& a more gloriousand durable Mar: 
hat {jon ! We wou'd never be fo curios 


= 9. | 0 
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of the Houſe and fo careleſs of the In- 
habitant, whoſe beauty is capable of 
reat improvement and will endure 
or ever without diminution or decay ! 
Thus Ignorance anda narrow Edu- 
cation lay the Foundation of Vice, 
and Imitation and Cuſtom rear it up, 
Cuſtom, that mercileſs torrent that 
carries all before it, and which indeed 
can be ftem'd by none but ſuch as 
have a great deal of Prudence and a 
rooted Virtue. For *tis but Decorous 
that ſhe who is not capable of giving 
better Rules, {hou'd follow thoſe ſhe 
ſees before her, lealt ſhe only change 
the inſtance and retain the abſurdity. 
'Twou'd puzzle a conliderate Perſon 
to account for all that Sin and Folly 
that is in the World (which certain- 
ly has nothing in it ſelf ro recommend 
it) did :not Cuitom help to ſolve the 
difticulty, For Virtue without que- 
{tion has on al} accounts the preemi- 
nence of Vice, 'tis abundantly more 
pleaſant in the 4#, as well as more 
advantageous in the Conſequences, as 
any one who will but rightly uſe her 
reaſon, in a ſerious refleion. on her 
B2_ 
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ſelfand the nature of things, may ea- 
ily perceive. ?T'is Cuſtom, therefore, 
that Tyrant Cuſtom, which is the 
grand motive to all thoſe irrational: 
choices which we daily ſee made in the 
World, ſo very contrary to our pre 
ſent intereſt and pleaſure, as well as to 
our Future. We think it an unpar- 
donable miſtake not todoas our neigh 
bours do, and part with our Peace and) 
Pleaſure as wel) as our Innocence and 
Virtue, meerly in complyance with 
an unreaſonable Faſhion, and having 
;nur'd our ſelves to Folly, we know! 
not how to quit it; we go on 1n Vice, 
nct becauſe we find fatisfaQtion 1n it, 
but becauſe we are unacquainted with 
the Joys of Virtue. 

Add to this the hurry and noiſe of 
the World, which docs generally 0 
Huſy and pre-ingage us, that we have 
i:ttle time and leſs inclination to ſtand, 
{:il] and reflet on our own Minds 
Thoſe impertinent Amuſements: 
which have ſeiz'd us, keep their hold! 
io well and ſo conſtantly buz about! 


our Ears, that we cannot attend to! 
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the Ditates of our Reaſon, nor to the 
ſoft whiſpers and winning perſualives 
of the divine Spirit, by whofe afſi- 
ſtance were we diſpos'd to make uſe 
of it, we might ſhake off theſe Follies 
and regain our Freedom. -But alas! 


- tocomplete our misfortunes, by acon- 


tinual application to Vanity and Fol- 
ly, we quite ſpoil the contexture and 
frame of our Minds, ſo looſen and dil- 
ſipate, that nothing ſolid and ſubſtan- 
tial will ſtay in them. By an habitu+ 
al inadvertency we render our ſelves 
incapable of any ſerious and impro- 
ving thought, till our minds themſelves 
become as light and frothy as thoſe 
things they are converſant about. To 
all which if we further add the: great 
induſtry that bad people uſe to cor- 
rupt the good, and that unaccounta- 
ble backwardneſs that appears in too 
many good perſons, to itand up for 
and propagate the Piety they proteſs ; 
(fo ſtrangely are things tranſpoſed, 
that Vertue puts on the bluſhes which 
belong to Vice, and Vice inſults with 
the authority of Virtue!) and we 

B 2 have 
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have a pretty fair account of the Cau- 
ſes of our non-improvement. 

When a poor Young Lady is taught 
to value her ſelf on nothing but her 
Cloaths,- and to think ſhe's very fine 
when well accoutred ;* Whea ſhe 
hears ſay, that *tis Wiſdom enough 
tor her to know how to dreſs her ſelf, 
that ſhe may become amiable in his 
eyes, to whom it appertains to be 
knowing and learned; who can blame 
bzrifſhelay out her Induſtry and Mo- 
ney on- ſuch Accompliſhments, and 
ſometimes extends it farther than her 
milinformer deſires ſhe ſhould ? When 
the ſees the vain and thegay, making 
Parade inthe World and attended with 


the Courtſhip and admiration of the 


gazing herd, no wonder that her ten- 
der Eyes are dazled with the Pagean- 
try, and wanting Judgment to paſs a 
due Eſtimate on them and their Ad- 
mirers, longs to be {uch a fine and ce- 
lebrated thing as they 2 What tho', 
ihe be ſometimes to!d of another 
World, ſhe has however a more lively 
perception of this,and may well think, | 


that it her Inſtrutors were in earneſt 


when | 
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when they tell her of hereafter, they 
would not be ſo buſied and concern- 
ed about what happens here, She is it 
may be, taught the Principles and Du- 
ties of Religion, but not Acquaintecl 
with the Reaſons and Grounds of 
them ; being told *ris enough tor her 
to- believe, to examine why, and 
wherefore, belongs not to her. And 
therefore, though her Piety may be 
talland ſpreading, yet becauſe it wants 
Foundation and Root, the firit rude 
Temptation overthrows and blaſts it, 
or perhaps the ſhort liv'd Gourd de- 
cays and withers of its own accord. 
But why ſhould ſhe be blamed for (et- 
ting no great value on her Soul, whoſe 
nobleft Faculty her Underſtanding is 
render*d uſeleſs to her? Or cenſur'd 
for relinquiſhing a courſe of Lite, 
whoſe Prerogatives ſhe was never ac- 
quainted with,and tho highly reaſona- 
ble in it ſelf, was put upon the em- 
bracing it with as little reaſon as ſhe 
now forſakes it? For if her Religion 
It ſelf be taken up as the Mode ot the 
Country, *tis nv ſtrange thing that 

B 4 ſhe 
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ſhe lays it down again in conformity 
ro the Faſhion, Whereas ſhe whoſe 
Reaſon is ſufter*d to diſplay it ſelf, to 
inquire 1ato the grounds and Motives 
of Religion, to make a diſquiſition 
of its Graces and ſearch out its hid. 
den Beauties ; who 1s a Chriſtian out 
of Choice, not in conformity to thoſe 
among whom ſhe lives ; and cleaves 
to Piety, becauſe *tis her Wiſdom, 
her Intereſt, her Joy, not becauſe ſhe 
has been accuſtom'd to it; ſhe who 
is not only eminently and unmova- 
bly good, but able to give a Reaſon 
why ſhe is ſo, is too firm and ſtable 
ro be mov'd by the pitiful Allure- 
ments of (in, too wiſe and too well 
bottom'd to be undermin'd and fſup- 
planted by the ſtrongeſt Efforts of 
Temptation. Doubtleſs a truly Chri- 
{tian Lite requires a clear Underſtand- 
ing as well as regular AﬀeCtions, that 
both together may move the Will to 
a (lire choice of Good and a ſtedfaſt 
adherence to it, For tho? the heart 
may be honeſt, it 1s but by chance 
thatthe Willis right it the Underſtand- | 
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ing be Ignorant and Cloudy. And 
what's the reaſon that we ſometimes 
ſee perſons unhappily falling off from 
their Piety, but becauſe "twas their 
AﬀeRtions, not their Judgment, that 
inclin'd them to be Religious? Rea- 
ſon and Truth are firm and immuta- 
ble, ſhe who bottoms on them is oa 
fure ground, Humour and Inclination 
are andy Foundations, and ſhe who 
is {way*d by her Aﬀections more than 
by her Judgment, owes the happineſs 
of her Soul in a great meaſure to the 
temper of her Body; her Piety ma 

perhaps blaze high but will not laſt 
long. For the Aﬀettions are various 
and changeable, mov*d by every Ob- 
ject, and the laſt comer eaſily undoes 
whatever its Predeceſlorhad done be- 
tore, Such Perſons are always 1n ex- 
treams, they are either violently good 
or quite cold and indifferent; a yo 
petual trouble to themſelves and 0» 
thers, by indecent Raptures, or unne- 
ceſlary Scruples; there is no Beauty 
and order in their lives, all is rapid 
and unaccountable ; they are now ve- 
B 5 ry 
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ry furious in ſuch a courſe, but they. | 
cannot well tell why, and anon a 
violent in the other extream. Having 
more Heat than Light, their Zeal out-! 

runs their Knowledge, and inſtead of 
repreſenting Piety as it is in it elf, the 
molt lovely and inviting thing imagþ 
nable,' they expoſe it to the contempt 
and ridicule of the cenſorious World, 
Their devotion becomes ricketed, 
ſtarv'd and contrafted in ſome of it's 
vital parts, and diſproportioned and 
over-grown im leſs material inſtances; 
whil one Duty 1s over-aone tO COM 
mute for the neglett of another, and 
the miſtaken perſon thinks the being 


_ often on her knees, attones for all the 


miſcarriages of her Converſation: Not 
confidering that *tis in vain to petition 
tor thoſe Graces which we take no 
care to praCtiſe, and a mockery to a- 
dore thoſe PerfeQtions we run counter 
ro, and that the true end of all our 
Prayers and external obſervances is 
to work our minds into a truly Chri- 
ftian.remper, to obtain for us the Em- 
pire of our Paſſions, and to reduce all 

Irre- 
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irregular Inclinations, that ſo we may 
be as like GOD 1n Purity, Charity, 
and all his 1mitable excellencies, as 1s 
conſiſtent with the imperfeQtion of a 
Creature. 

And now having diſcovered the 
Diſeaſe and its cauſe, *cis proper to 
apply a Remedy 3; ſingle Medicines 
are too weak to cure ſuch complicated 
Diſtempers, they require a full Dif- 
penſatory ; and what wou'd a good 
Woman refuſe to do, could ſhe hope 
by that to advantage the greatelt part 
ofthe World, and improve her Sex1n 
Knowledge and true Religion? I 
doubt not, Ladies, but that the Age, 
as bad as it is, affords very many of 
you who will readily embrace what- 
ever has a true rendency to the Glory 
of GOD and your mutual Edihcation, 
torevive the ancient Spirit of Piety 10 
the World and to tranſmit it to ſuc - 
ceeding Generations, I know there 
are many of you who (o ardently love 
God, as to think no time too much} 
to ſpend in his ſervice, nor any thing 
too difficult to do for his ſake ; an 

car 
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bear ſuch a hearty good-will to your 
Neighbours, as to grudge no Prayers. ' 


or Pains to reclaim and improve them, 


IT have therefore no more to do but to 


make the Propoſal, to prove that it 
will anſwer theſe great and good 
Ends, and then *twill be eaſy to obvi- 
ate the ObjeQions that Perſons of 
more Wit than Vertue may happen 
to raiſe againſt 1t. 

Now as to the Propoſal, it is to e« 
rect a Monaſtery, or if you will ( to 
avoid giving offence to the ſcrupulous 
and injudicious, by names which tho” 
innocent 1in themſelves, have been a- 
bus'd-by ſuperſtitious Prattices, ) we 
will call it a Religious Retirement , 
and ſuch as.ſhall have a double aſpett, 
being not- only a Retreat from the 
World for thoſe who deſire that ad- 


vantage, but likewiſe, an Inſtituti-- 


on and previous diſcipline, to fit us to 


do the greateſt good in it ; ſuch an. 
Inſtitution as this (if I do not mightt-- 


ly deceive.my ſelf) would be the moſt. 
probable method to amend the preſent, 
and improve the iuture Ape, For _ 
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thoſe who are convinc'd of the empti- 
neſs of earthly Enjoyments, who are 
ſick of the vanity of the world and its 
impertinencies, may find more ſub- 
ſtantial and ſatisfying entertainments, 
and need not be contin'd to what they 
juſtly loath. Thoſe who are deſirousto 
know and fortify their weak (ide, firſt 
do good to themſelves, that hereafter 
they may be capable of doing more 
o00d to others; or for their greater ſe- 
curity are willing to avoid T emptation,, 
may get out of that danger which a 
continual ſtay in view of the Enemy, 
and the familiarity and unwearied aps 
plication of the Temptation may ex- 
pole'them to ;. and gain an opportuni- 
ty to look into themſelves, to be ac- 
quainted at home and no longer the 
greateſt (trangers ro their own hearts. 
Such as are willing in a more peculiar 
and undiſturb'd manner, to attend 
the great buſineſs they came 1nto the 
world about, the ſervice of GODand 
improvement of their own Minds, 
may find a convenient and bliſsful 
receſs from the noiſe and hurry of 
the world. A world fo cnm—_— 
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ſo infectious, that altho' thro? the 


grace of. GOD and their own (trig: 


2 


y 


watchfulneſs, they are kept from ſink.) | 


ing down into its corruptions, "twill! 


hinder them from attaining any emi 
nent pitch of Vertue. 

You are therefore Ladies, invited 
into a place, where you ſhall ſuffer no 
other confinement, but to be kept out 
of the road of (in: You ſhall not be de- 
priv'd of your Grandeur but only ex- 
change the vain Pomps and Pageantry 
of the world,cmpty Titles and Forms 
of State, for the true and folidGreatneſs 
of being able to deſpiſe them. You will 
only quit the Chat of in{igniticant peo- 
ple for an ingenious Converſation ; the 
froth of flaſhy Wit for real Wiſdom; 
idle tales for inſtructive diſcourſes, 
The deceitful Flatteries of thoſe who 
under pretence of loving and ad- 
miring you, really ſerved their own 
baſe ends, for the ſeaſonable Reproofs 
and wholſom Counſelsof your hearty 
well-wiſhers and affetionate Friends, 


which will procure you thoſe perfe- | 


however damp their flight to heav'a, : 
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x; ions your feigned lovers pretended 
a} you had, and kept you from obtain- 
> 1ng. No uneaſy task will be enjoyn'd 
ll} you, all your labour being only ro 
1," prepare for the higheſt degrees of that 


þ 


) 
[ 


Glory, the very loweſt of which is 
more than at preſent you are able to 
conceive, and the proſpett of it ſufi- 
cient to out-weigh all the Pains of Re- 
ligion, were there any in 1t, as really 
there are none. All that isrequir'd of 
'ou, is only to be as Happy as poſſt- 
ly you can, and to make ſure of a 
Felicity that will fill all the capacities 
of your Souls! A happineſs, which 
when once you have taſted, you'll 
be fully convinc'd you cou'd never 
do too much to obtain it, ner be too 
folicitous to adorn your Souls with 
ſuch tempers and diſpoſitions, as will 
at preſent make you in ſome meaſure, 
ſuch holy and Heavenly Creatures as 
you one day hope to bein a more per- 
tect manner; without which Qualifi- 
cations you can neither reaſonably ex- 
pec?, nor are capable of enjoying the 
Happineſs of the Life to come. Hap- 


PY 
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py Retreat! which will be the intro. 
ducing you into ſuch a Paradiſe 
your Mother Eve forfeited, where#; 
you ſhall feaſt on Pleaſures, that do#, 
not like thoſe of the World, diſap 
point your expettations, pall your Ap} 
petites, and by the diſguſt they give? x 
you put you on the fruitleſs ſearch? , 
after new Delights, which when ob! ; 
tain'd are as empty as the former ; but? ( 
fuchas will make you :ru/phappy now,” 
and prepare you to beperfetly ſohere 
after. Here are no Serpents to de-: 
ceive you, whilſt you entertain your: ( 
( 


22 o$ 


ſelves 1n thete delicious Gardens. No! 
Provocations will be given in this. 
Amicable Society, but to Love and to} 
good Works, which will afford ſuch 
an entertaining employment , that 
you'll have as little inclination as lei- 
{ure to purſue thoſe Follies, which in 
the time of your ignorance paſsd with 
you under, the name of love, altho? 
there is not in nature two moredit- 
ferent things, than true Love and that 
brutiſh Paſſion which pretends to ape. | 


it, Here will be no Rivalling but - 
the 


h 
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tro-4he Love of GOD, no Ambition but 
' Uhro procure his Favour, to which no- 
Krefthing will more effetually recom- 
.4Fmend you, than a great and dear af- 
p*feftion to each other. Envy that Can- 
Ip, ker, will not here diſturb your 
Ver Breaſts ; for how can ſhe repine at 
Ch? anothers well-fare, who reckons it 
b:" the oreateſt part of her own? No 
i” Covetouſneſs will gain admittance in 
Y,” this bleſt abode, but to amaſs huge 
& Treaſures of good Works, an to pro- 
© | cure one of the brighteſt Crowns of 
r* Glory. You will not be ſolicitous to 
9” encreaſe your Fortunes, but to enlarge 
*\ your Minds, efteeming no Gran- 
# deur like being conformable to the 
'- meek and humble JESUS. So that 
- you only withdraw from the noiſe 

and trouble, the folly and temptation 

of the world,that you may more peace- 

ably enjoy your ſelves, andall the in- 

nocent Pleaſures it is able to afford you, 

and particularly that which is worth 

all the reſt, a noble, Vertuous and Dif- 

ntereſs'd Friendſhip. And to com- 

pleat ali, that Acme of delight _ 
the 


ow _ _— 
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the devout Seraphic Soul enjoys, 
when dead to the World, ſhe devot 
her ſelf entirely to the Contemplation 


and Fruition of her Beloved ; when ' 
having diſengag*d her ſelf from all | 


thoſe Lets which hindred her ſrom 
without, ſhe moves in a dire& and 


vigorous motion towards her true and” 
only Good, whom now ſhe embrace : 
and acquieſces in with ſuch. an un. * 
ſpeakable pleaſure, as is only intelli-. 
and felt - 
xt,which we can no more deſcribe to. 


gible torhoſe who have tri 


the dark and ſenſual part of Mankind, 
than we can the beauty of Colours and 


harmony of Sounds to the Blind and 


Deaf, In fine, the place to which 


you are invited is a Type and Ante- 


paſt of Heav'n, where your Employ- 
ments will be as there, to magnity 
G OD, to love one another, and to 
communicate that uſeful Knowledge, 
which by the due improvement of 
your time in Study and Contempla- 
tion you will obtain, and which when 
obtain'd, will afford you a much 
{weeter and more durable delight, 


{ 
| 
| 


than 


= 
o 
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YS, than all thoſe pitiful diverſiens, thoſe 
te? revellings and amuſements, whichnow 
thro” your ignorance of better, appear 
! the only grateful and reliſhing Enter- 
al / tainments. | | 
M ' - But becauſe we were not made for 
nd | our ſelves, nor can by any means ſo 
nd” effeually glorify G O D,and do good 
&* toourown Souls,as by doing Offices of 
n-' Charity and Beneficence to others;and 
I»; totheintent that every Vertueandthe 
lt * higheſt degrees of every Vertue may be 
to: exercis'd and promoted the moſt that 
d,? may be; your Retreat ſhall be ſo ma- 
d} nagdasnot to excludethe goodWorks 
! of an A#ive,from the pleaſure and ſe- 
by renity of a Contemplative Life, butb 
- | adue mixture of both retain all the ad- 
-  vantapes and avoid the inconvenien- 
/ cles that attend either. It ſhall not fo 
) Cutyou off fromthe world as to hinder 
; You from betteringand improving K, 
{| but rather qualify you to do it the 
greateſt Good, and be a Seminary to 
itock the Kingdom with pious and . 
prudent Ladies, whoſe good Example 
it 15 to be hop'd, will ſo influence = 
re 
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reſt of their Sex, that Women my 
no longer paſs for thoſe little uſel 
and impertinent Animals, which 
ill conduQ of too many has causg'd ? 
to be miſtaken for. 

We have hitherto conſider'd 0 
Retirement only in relation to Religi 
on, which is indeed its main, I mayf, 
ſay its only deſign; nor can this be 
thought too contrafting a word, ſin 
__ is the adequate buſineſs off 
our lives,and largely conſider'd, takes? 
in all we have to do, nothing being 
a fit employment for a rational Crea- 
ture, which has not either a dzrec7 cr 
remote tendency to this great and onh 
end. But becauſe, as we have a 
along obſerv'd, Religion never aps? 
pears in it's true Beauty, but when it ? 
is accompanied with Wiſdom and | 
Diſcretion ; and that without a good | 
Underſtanding, we can ſcarce be tra- | 
ly, but never eminently Good ; being 
liable to a thouſand ſeduQtions and 
miſtakes (foreven the men themſelves, 
if they have not a competent degree 
of Knowledge, are carried about with 
every 
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very wind of Doctrine) Therefore, 
ne great end of this Inſtitution ſhall 

to expel that cloud of Ignorance 
hich Cuſtom has involy'd us in, to 
arniſh our minds with a ſtock of 
ouffolid and uſeful Knowledge, that the 
ig:8Souls of Women may nolonger be the 
NayFonly unadorn'd and negleQed things. 
beÞIt is not intended that our Religious 
ceFſhou'd waſte their time, and trouble 
diftheir heads about ſuch unconcerning 
&* matters, as the vogue of the world has 
I8Fturn'd up for Learning, the imperti- 
&+Fnency of which has been excellently 
C#expos'd by an ingemiousPen, 1. ,... 
4} but buſy themſelves in a condus of 
ſerious enquiry after neceſs ##7: Life. 
P* 3 ſary and perfet#ive truths, ſomething 
it ? which it concerns them to know, and 
d } which tends to their real intereſt and 
1 | perfetion, and what that is the excel- 
- | lent Author juſt now mention'd will 
3 | ſufficiently inform them. Such a courſe 
L | of Study will neither be too trouble- 
» | ſome nor our of the reach of a Female 


* | Virtuoſo; for it is not intended ſhe 
7 ſhou'd 


, 


46 A Serious Propoſal 


ſhou'd ſpend her hours in learnit 
words. but things, and therefore 1 
more Languages than are necefl, 
to acquaint her with uſeful Authe 
Nor need ſhe trouble her ſelf in t 
ing over a great number of Boc 
but take care to underſtand and digt 
a few well choſen and good ones. L 
her but obtain right Ideas, and! 
truly acquainted with the nature 
tizoſe Objetts that preſent themſel 
to her mind, and then no matte 
whether or no ſhe be able to tell wh 
fanciful people have ſaid about then 
And throughly to underſtand Chrift 
anity as profeſsd by the Church 
England, will be ſufficient to confirn 
her in the truth, tho' ſhe have not 
Catalogue of thoſe particular erron 
which oppoſe it: Indeed a Learned 
Education of the Women will appex 
ſo unfaſhionable, that I began to tar 
tle at the (ingulartiy ofthe propolition, 
but was extremely pleas'd when! 
found a late ingenious Author (whok 
Book I met with ſince the writing d 
this ) agree with me in my —_ 
dl 
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or ſpeaking of the Repute that 
Learning Was mw i 

150 Years ago, It was r. Waitton's 
very modiſh Clays he) and he Lee 
hat the fair Sex ſeemd »þ. 349, 350. 


#9 believe that Greek and 


Latin added to their Charms ; and Pla- 


Mito 4nd Ariſtotle antranſlated, were fre- 
- WW quent Ornaments of their Cloſets. One 


wou'd think by the effetts, that it was a 
proper way of Educating them, ſince there 


if are no accounts in Hiſtory of ſo many 


great Women in any one Age, as are to 
be found between the years 15 and 


# 1600. 


For ſince G O D hasgiven Women 


J as well as Men intelligent Souls, why 


ſhould they be forbidden to improve 
them ? Since he has not denied us the 


| faculty of Thinking, 'why ſhou'd we 
| not [at leaſt in gratitude to him)) em- 


+ ploy our Thoughts on himſelf their 
on} nobleſt Objef, and not unworthily 


beſtow them on Trifles and Gaities 
and ſecular Affairs? Being the Soul 
was' created for the contemplation of _ 
Truth as well as for the fruition of -' 

Good, 
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Good, is it not as cruel and 
to exclude Women from the 
ledgeof the one as from theenzoy 

of the other ? Eſpecially ſince 
Will is blind, and cannot chuſe 
by the diretion of the Underſtandi 
or to ſpeak more properly, ſince. 
Soul always Wills —_ as 
Underſtands,ſo that if ſhe Under 

amiſs, ſhe Wills amiſs. And as 
erciſe enlarges and exalts any Fac 
ſo thro! want of uling it beco 
crampt and leſſened ; if therefore y 
make little or 'no uſe of our Unde 
ſtandings, we ſhall ſhortly have na 
to uſe; and the more contrated ag 
unemploy'd the deliberating and « 
rective Power is, the more liable 
the elective to unworthy and mi 
chievous choices. What 1s it but tl 
want of an ingenious Education, thu 
renders the generality of Feminu 
Converſations ſo inſipid and foolil 
and their ſolitude ſo inſupportable 
Learning, is therefore neceflary to ret 
der them more agreeable and uſe 
in company, and. to furniſh = 
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with becoming entertainments when 
alone, that ſo they may not be driven 
to thoſe miſerable ſhifts, which too 

any make uſe of to put off their 


ſe W Time, that precious Talent that ne- 


ver lies on the hands of a judicious 
WPerſon. And ſince our Happineſs in 
E the next World, depends fo far on 
f thoſe diſpoſitions which we carry 
along with us out of this, that with- 
w out a right habitude and temper of 
mind we are not capable of Felicity ; 
and ſeeing our Beatitude conliſts1n the 
| contemplation of the divine Truth 
and Beauty, as well as in the fruition 
us of his Goodneſs, can Ignorance be a 
W fit preparative for Heaven ? Ig't like- 
ly that ſhe whoſe Underſtanding has 
# been buſied about nothing but troth 
and trifles, ſhou'd be capable of de- 
lighting her ſelf in noble and ſublime 


on Truths ? Let ſuch therefore as deny 


us the improvement of our Intellec- 
tuals, either take up hi Paradox, who 
faid that Women have no Souls, whichat 
atime when the moſt contend to have 
M them allow'd to Brutes, wou'd be as 
C F uſt» 
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mit us only - to underſtand on 
duty, and not be forc'd to ak 
on truſt from others ; to be at al | 
far learned: 85 to be able to 
our mes 2a true Idea of ts) 

ic. being ſo very neceſſary t6'Feht 
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inſt che danger of theſe //? and peri- 
days, 10. Which Deceivers a part 
whoſe CharaQter is to lead captive 
Women, need aot creep into Flour 
hngs they have Authority to proclaim 
8 their Errors on the Houſe rop. And 
M8 {et vs. alſo acquire a true PraQical 
Fi wo iedge, ſuch as will convince us 

38 of thaabſolute neceſſity of HohLivi 

2 a5 well as of Right Believing, an 
bJo. da no Hereſy is more dangerous than 
* that of an ungodly and wicked Life, 
138 And ſince the French Tonga is under- 
© Rood by moſt Ladies, methinks they 
© may much better improve it by the 
q. ſtudy of Philoſophy ( as I hear the 
is French Ladies do) Des Cartes, Male- 
av brexche and others, than by reading 
alys idle Novels and Romances,” Tis ſtrange 
#1} ve ſhou'd be fo forward to imitate 
JJ their Faſhions and Fopperies, and 
*317 havenoregard to what really deſerves 
487 our Imitation! And why ſhall it noc 
131 be thought as geateel to underſtand 
wal French Philoſophy, as to be accoutred 
Cold 1 a French Moae ? Let therefore the 
ml famous Madam D' acier, Scadery, Sc. 
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and:0Ur own ihcarnparable: Log 


excite the —0 pra of the 
aidies | wt Bair chin tank] 


18. | { 4019 
mndſciy 60 alike this: PropoRal;rbutd | 
know not how the Men will colendil | 
ro have their enclofure 'broke-down, * 
and-/Womien invited to' taſt ' of that 
Free of knowledge they have1o lacy] 
unjU hy Monpoic'd. But they 
excuſe me; 1t-I be as partial x01 ay} 
own» Sex -as/ they" are & thews;''2 
think Women as'capable'of Leavnudg ! 
as IU, and'that7rbecomes: them 
e wherts 
T:} the hurt libs, if inftedd-of -doing | 
miſclzcfro ome another by ao nanthe | 
ritableand' vai Gon, Womth | 
be efabled - ro/irfform laod) inſtru} | 
choſ of their ownrSext at: leaſt; rhe | 
Holy Ghoſt havingilefr1it on/recarkl, | 
that - Priſcills as well as her: Husband, | 
catechiz'd the eloquent L{poloy arid the | 
great" Apoſtle: found no-fault with | 
her. Ir wilt therefore be very pros | 
per for pur: Ladies to ſpend: part af 
their time in this Revreehentun adorn 
he | 


o | exruiang/concerning theiGobe 
| bfuthelReligrvss, their: Offices of Des 
t | xotion; Employmeats, Works crcv:is 
| aornbwheooſlary, Suffice itat-preſent 


 chiinvaluable: Trcafue,:ahatiivmay 
| meichet be bujind in, I6lenaſs;! nab la» 
; aid oaydn1 

Bora ſtated ore! 
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theiv/minds with uſeful: Raven 


Mb S111 10 ut) 4 903 91 
0 enter into the detail of thei 


wiſigmſy,- that Then  wydl:1be /more 
pA careful-to! redeem 
thew Tune; ;fpending..no.\more! of :it 
en the [Body thancthe! necefſities/:of 
Nature-requie,; but: by 2 yudicious 


| choice of icheit;Emplayment/ and:a 


eoaltantiodufiry:abobear, ,4oumprove 


. . | 
It 


daily 
paid to G:QLMan; $ and Praiſes, 
the reſt: Fhalll beirplay*d>ih 1 INRCOCERT, 
thactable, and ufetul Buline; cither 
udy in learning. chemſelves or an- 
frudtiogorhers,: for-it is:deſignidrhar 
pare of their Employment-be the. E- 


ducation- of: thoſe- ot their own Sex:; 


or elſe; fpicitual and>corporal Works 
—— OP Gs _ 
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EE Charity to the 


at they expreſs to the 'B 
Ignorant, -counſell! 
: ul, "comforting the AMidt,! 
ng correQing thoſe that err ati 
10 "miſs. 
' And as it will be the buſineſs "I 
rheir lives, their meat and drink to 
&zow and do the Will of their Heaven 
iy Father, ſo. will they pay a tri! 
conformity to all the Precepts of theit 
holy Mother the Church, whoſe i 
cred Injunions are too much ne 
ictted, even by choſe who preter 
the oreateſt zeal for her. For 
the daily performance of the Pu 
Offices after the Cathedral mann 


o the moſt affeCting and | 
way, the celebration of the Holy 
chariſt every Lords Day andHoly. 
and a courſe of folid oftrugty 
Preaching and Catechizing ; out 
ligious, conſidering that the 
JESUS punQually obſerv'd the 


nocent uſages of the Jewiſh Ch 
and tho' in many inſtances the Rez 
of rhe Command ceas'd as to him, 2 
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if Ty ting 63 mortification, by po 


1 conſider; it as Aa ſpecial 

SE Duty to obſerve all the Th of 
Church, viz, Lent, Ember, and 

Roggtion-days , Fridays and V ih . 
unes, ſo lirtle heeded by the moſt, 
FROG wou'd {carce believe them 
© Religious Purpoſes, did 
GER i,the agtiquaſcy 

a5, their Devotion 
Hs ali it likewiſe be 
A fs NOT 
u 
[poke ae bs licenſe 
0 dey "But hav- 
&. e Ax to the root 
id FO oya the whole body 
Tf wall Jook: -upon theſe holy 
lection andextraordinary 

anboue ach Falling lig- 
NE oe) ) as. Sf lent. means to 
keep: 
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. 


keep itdown, \and[toqpluck up, artery 

chedeiftFibrerhde mayhappen tocrbs | 
manmwithern! 1Butwemtend abt, 
this to; imipoſe:any intoldrable\burgieh ' 
en! render2Confhitutions, knowing | 
thatouniLord has cught us;that Mey; | 


<y is-to/be preferrd:before Sacrifice: | 


and that Bodily Exerciſe profiterh. but 


title ;zrhe.chief-bufinels being ro ob- 


ein a:divine'and /God-like temper of 
Mind. * | | 

And as'this inſtitution will ſtritly 
enjoyn all pious and profitable Em- 
ployments, ſo does 1t not only permit 
but recommend harmleſs and ingeni- 
ous Diverſions, Mulick particularly, 
and ſuch as may refreſh the Bod 
without enervating the Mind. They 
do adiflervice to Religion who make 
It anenemy to innocent Nature,and 10- 
jure the Almighty when they repre- 
ſent him as 1mpoling burdens that are 
not to be born. Neither GOD nor 
Wiſe men will like us the better for an 
aſteted ſeverity and waſpiſh ſournels. 
Nature and Grace will never diſagree, 
provided we miſtake not the one, nor 
| 1n- 


there bojug ac Diſplateank4it Blbg- 
T_T army = 
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indulge' the- petulancy ,of the other: ; 


tweet and engaging thing: une» 
ginable, as it. &'moft obligingota > 
thers; fo: moſt ealie to our ſelves.-? Fis - 
in truth the higheft Epicuriſo, 'rxalt 
ing our Pleaſures by refining then; 
keeping our Appetites1n that due: 2e- 
gularity which not only Gracs,: butt 
even Nature and Reaſon require, in 
the breach of which tho? there may be 
a:Tranſport, there can be'notrue and. 
{nbſtantial delight. , 
As to Lodging, Habit and Diet, they 
may be quickly refolv'd on by the - 
Ladies who ſhall ſubſcribe; who I 
doubt not will make choice of what 
rs: moſt plain and decent, what Na» 
ture not Luxury requires. And ſince 
neither Meat nor Cloaths commend us: 
unto GOD, they'il content themſelves 
with ſuch things as are fit and conve- 
nient,, without occaſioning ſcruple to 
themſelves or giving any trouble or 
oftence to others. She who conliders 
C 5 tO. 
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tohow much better account that Mo» 
ney will turn which is beſtow*'d on 
the Poor, than that which is laid out ' 
in unneceſſary Expences on her ſelf, 
needs no Admonitions againſt ſuper« 
fluities. She who A" her ſelf, 


will never waſte that Money on a de» 
caying Carkaſs, which if prudently 
disburs'd wou'd procure her an eter- 
nal Manſion. She will never thinkher 
ſelf ſo fine, as when the backs of the 
Poor do bleſs her; and never feaſt fo 
luxuriouſly as when ſhe treats an hun- 
gry perſon, No perfume will be 
thought ſo grateful as the Odour of 
Good Works, nor any Waſh ſo Beau- 
titying as her own tears. Forher He- 
roick Soul is too great to ambition any 
Empire but thar of her own Breaſt, 
or to regard any other Conqueſt than 
the reſcuing poor unhappy Souls from 
the ſlavery oi Sin and Satan, thoſe only 
unſupportable Tyrants ; and there- 
fore what Decays ſhe obſerves in her 
face will be yery unconcerning,but ſhe 
will with greateſt ſpeed and accu- 
racy rectify the leaſt Spot that may 

prejudice 


_ dates. 1\ 59 
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ei os 
not enter ; among x, the 
Diſpoſitions as well as their Se are 
to be Generous. Cenſure will refine 
into Friendly Admonition, all Scoff- 
ing and offenſive Railleries will be a- 
bominated and baniſh'd hence, where 
not only the Words and ACttions, but 
even the very Thoughts and Delires 
of the Religi05 rend to promote the 
molt endearing Love and univerſal 
Good-will. Thus theſe innocent and 
holy Souls ſhou'd run their Race, mea» 
{uring their hours by their Devorions, 
and their days by the charitale Works 
they do. "Thus wou'd they live the 
lite of Heaven whilt on Earth, and 
re»: 


bo A Serious Propoſal 
receive:an Earneft of us:Joys 1hithoiw 
heacts.'' Ahd:now, whatremains-fon 
them: to:do:at Night; but.toreview 
the Attions of the Day? to-examink 
what Paſſions have been 'ftirrang? 
How their- Devotions were performs 
cd ? in what temper their Hearts are? 
what':good they have done? what 
progreſs they've made towards Hea- 
ven? and with the plaudit of a fatif- 
hed Conſcience ſweetly to ſleep in 
peace and ſafety, Angels pitching their 
Tents round about them, and he that 
neither {lumbers nor ſleeps rejoycing 
over them to do them good. 

And to the end that theſe great de- 
figns may be the better purtu'd and 
efeually obtain'd, care {hall be taken 
that our Relgrous be under the tuition 
ot perſons. of irreproachable Lives, of 
2 conſummate Prudence, f{incere Pt- 
ety and unaftected Gravity, No No- 
vices m Religion, but ſrch as have 
{ſpent the greateſt part 'of their lives 
1n the ſtudy and practice of Chriſti- 
anity ; who have lived mach, what- 
ever the time of their abode in the 
world 


' 
| 
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ir. world has been. Whoſe Underſtand- 


Iu 
y | 
' 


& 
? 


} 
? 
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ings are clear and comprehenſive, as 
well as their Paſſions at command and 
AﬀeQtions regular, and their Know- 
ledge able to govern their Zeal. 
Whoſe ſcrutiny into their own hearts 
has been ſo exaCt, that they fully un- 
derſtand the weakneſles of humane 
Nature, are able to bear with its de- 
fects, and by the molt prudent me- 
thods procure its Amendment. Plen- 
tifully furniſh'd with inſtructions for 
the Ignorant and comfort for the diſ- 
conſolate; who know how to quick- 
en the {lothful, to awaken the ſecure, 
and to diſpel the doubts of the Scru- 
pulous. W ho are not ignorant when 
to uſe the Spur and when the Rein, 
but duly qualitied to miniſter to all 
the ſpiritual wants of their Charge ; 
Watching over their Souls with ten- 
derneſs and prudence; applying fit- 
ting Medicines with {weetneſs and 
affability. Sagacious in diſcovering 
the very approaches of a fault,wiſe in 
preventing, and charitable in bearin 

With all pityable Infirmities. The 
{weetneſs 
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mens 26 of, wiſe —_— 


ing to! Revo. not Humobs;conſy 


ing the good of the Saciety,, nog they, = 


own arbitrary ſway.. Yer know ho 

to aſſert their Authoriey) when there is 
juſt occaſion for it, and, will not pre- 
Fadice their Charge by an indiſcreet 
remiſsneſs and looſning the Reins of 
diſcipline. But what occaſion will 
there be for rigour, when the deſign 
is to repreſent Vertue in all her 
Charms and native Lovelineſs, which 
mult needs attraCt the eyes and enam- 
our the hearts of all who behold her ? 
To joyn the {ſweetneſs of Humanity 
to the ſtrictneſs of Philoſophy, thar 
both together being improv'd and 
heighten'd by grace, may make up 
anaccompliſh'd Chriſtian, tor ſhe who 
1s truly 1o, 1s certainly the beſt-bred 
and belt natur'd perſon in the world, 


adorn'd with a thouſand Charms, 
mott 


| 


y 
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. 
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| 
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happycinher Kif and moſt agree- 
ekgd Calo dll She converſes 
1h? And tharevery ore who comes 
this holy' Roof taay beſuch'an 
amiable; ſuch 'a charming Creature, 
what faults they bring with them ſhall 
be correed by ſweetneſs not ſeveri- 
ty; by friendly Admonitions, not 
magiſterial Reproofs ; Piety ſhall not 
be roughly impos'd, but wiſely inſi- 
nuated, by a perpetual Diſplay of the 
Beauties of Religion in an exemplary 
Converſation, the continual and moſt 
powerful Sermon of an holy life. And 
fince Inclination can't be forc'd, and 
nothing makes people more uneaſy 
than the fettering themſelves with un- 
neceſſary Bonds, there ſhall be no 
Vows or irrevocable Obligations, not 
ſo much as the fear of Reproach to 
keep our Ladies here any longer than 
they deſire. No: Ev*ry aCt of our Re- 
ligious Votary {hall be voluntary and 
free, and no other tye but the Plea- 
ſure, the Glory and Advantage of this 
bleſſed retirement to confine her to 
It. 


Ard 


of Picty and Charity; 1ti95; 
ſelf-evident, and the ver 
ſafficient- proof.2rButzaf.it: will /no | 
promotetheſe gvtar'ends;:Iſhall think ' 
my; felf:cmghnly-oblg/d: to: bim-who 
will the me what will; for provid. 
ed:the-pgood:afimy te rk be ad 
vanc'd;: ris: very 1urbfierent?ro mnt | 
whether:3t:be/by/my method or by | 
anothers,'" Here 2wall' be:nd imperts | 
nent; Viſits;' mo !fockſh:1Amouns; :ng | 
idle ' Amuſements! to/:difivact4 nr | 
Thoughts : ahd// waſte-:our ,preoims 
time; a very littlecof which as) fpem 
in'Dreſhng;!that/agrind-deyouver'and: - 
it5 concomitrants; arid! no more: tha 
neceſſity:requires 16 fleep and'eatin}; 
ſo:that' here's arvalt "Vreafure:gain'd, 
which for ought Iknow n:ay purchats 
an/happy Eternity. But weinecd: not 
reit in generals, -a' curfory: view cf 
ſome: particulars will: ſufficiently: de- 
monſtratethe great uſefulneſs of futha 
Retirement ; which will appear by. ob- 
{erving 
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| ſerving/fiffta/few-ofghoſe/incomveni- 
p cx adrebioh. pro 
| Hnoguh theMorld; and in therarxt 
| Je potiire adrdatige of ER 
freac01k yYioY D005 DOG 1090192 1] 
| waAtidfrft, :as tothe i inconveniences 
dflivitig inthe. Workt: noivery-ſmall 
ofensthatftrong Tacy and watm per- 
| &ption it: gives us'of :3rs Vanities ; 
: ſincetheſe are'ever at hand;.conſtant- 
| Iy thronging about vs, they mutt ne- 
; ceſlarily -puth afide wo or —— 
| andthe Mind' being and 
| gratefully ceftart we hoſe leafſ- 
' | 10g Perceptions which external 
occaſion, takes up with them as its 
only Good, is not at leiſure to taſt 
- thoſe delights which ariſe from a Re- 
flection on it ſelf, nor to receive the 
Ideas which ſuch a RefleQion conveys, 
and conſequently forms all its Notions 
by ſuch Theas only as it derives from 
ſenſation, being unacquainted with 
thoſe more excellent ones which ariſe 
trom its own operations and a ſerious 
reflettion on them, and which are ne- 
ceflary to corre&t the miſtakes and 
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74pouls* the. relith''o 0 
And tho? many! great Ladies k24 
| thes temper, aiſta ing. fora piece of 
Grandeur, ?tis if far from hat, that 
| irgivesevidence of a poor weak Miad, 
axery'childiſh \'Hutnout; that-thu be 
cacker'd and fed with Toy 5 ata” 
| blesto (ill its frowardai, 8A io The 
| the crazy ſtomach of a ſick Perſon, 
whichno body:has reaſon co befond of 
ordefire. 
This —_ diſpoſes' chom-ed Theonv 
. for- ſhe Whois 'vontiatially® 
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judiciaus.migd. For a 
eithes {0 4 tas PA 
Choice at- frf 
not to ok 
we haye made a bw GY 
ſpeaks an. uathinking onde 
Mind, one. that = at Rand 4. 
without an deſign or end; wt 
wanting judgment to diſcern whe 
to fix, or to know when ſhe's we 
1s ever - AuQtuating and uncertain, ute 
doing to day what ſhe had done ye 
ſterday, which is the worſt Chara 
ter that can be given of ones Under 
{tanding. 

A conſtant Scene of Ten_ 
and the infeftion of ill company, s 
another great danger which converk| 
ing in the world expoſes to. *Tiss) 
dangerous thing to have all the oppote | 
tunities of ſinging in our power, and . 
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ming ro: to: om; '6r of being 

7 to' GOD"! Alttighty, whilſt 
4 Lich hear hit; our beſt Friend 
nl xd Beti actot iffronted, and ſwallow 
'S! it'at'the ſfame-time, that we wow'd 
al tetkon' a very pitiful Spirit to hear 
+ | in Acquaintance traduc'd and hold 
' our Tongue; yet if we avoid this 
Mb! Triat; our Chatiry is however in 
od ontinual danger, Cenſoriouſneſs be- 
th Ing grown fo modiſh, that we can 


h farce avoid being aQtive or' paſſive in 
4 its ſo thar ſhe who has'not her 
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|} as ſoon as her back is turn'd, he 
"| come a Jeſt her ſelf for want 
Y Wit, 

In conſequence of all this, we an! 
 inſenſibly betray'd to a great loſs o 
F//. time, a Treafurewhoſe value we an 
{| too often quite ignorant of till it þy 

/| loſt paſt redemption. And yet conh | 
4 dering the ſhortneſs and uncertainy; 
| of Lite, the great work we have yy" 
4) do, and what advantages accrue to; 
/ us by a due management of our time, 
| we cannot reconcile it with prudeng! 
' to ſuffer the leaſt minute to eſcape! 
us. But beſides our own laviſh Ey* 
44 pences concerning which one may 
ask as Solomon does of Labour, Wha 
Fruit have we of all that Sport and Pa 
time we have taken under the Sun! 
{o unreaſonable is the humour of the 
World, that thoſe who wou'd reck 
on it a rudeneſs to make ſo bold with 
our Money, never ſcruple to walte 
and rob us of this infinitely more prect 
ous Treaſure. 
In the laſt place, by reaſon of this 
loſs of tume and the continual hurry 
we 
| 
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we afre4n,' we can find nof opportu- 
nities-for thoughtfulneſs and recollec- 
tion; We are ſo buſied with what 


_ that we'have no leifhre 
look: at- home, hor to-reCftifie* the 
diforders there.” "And ſuch an un- 


| thinking mechanical way 'of living, 
| when [likb + Machines we are-con- 
tf demn'd every day» to repeat the im- 
| pertinencies of the day before, ſhor- 
: tens our Views; contrats our Minds, 
| Expoſes to-a thouſand practical Errors, 
: and renders Improvement impoſlible, 
+ becauſe it will not permit us to conſt- 
* derand recolle&t, which 1s the onl 
' means to attain it. So much for the 


inconveniences of living in the World ; 
if we enquire concerning Retirement, 
we ſhall find it does not only remove 
all theſe, but brings conliderable ad- 
vantages of its own. 

7 SE * 

ror firit, 1t helps us to mate Cuſ- 
tom and delivers us from its Tyran- 


Þ Ny, which is the moſt conſiderable 


thing we have to do, it being no- 
thing elſe but the habituating our 
ſelves to Folly that can reconcile 
D us 


"i 
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us to it. But how hard is it to qui 
an old road? What courage as we 
as prudence does it require? . Hoy 
clear a Judgment to overlook the Pre 
judices of Education and Example, and 
to diſcern what is beſt, and hoy 
{trong a Reſolution, notwithſtanding 
all the Scoffs and Noiſes of the world, 
to adhere to it? For Cuſtom has v 
{urpt ſuch an unaccountableAuthority, 
that ſhe who would endeavour t0 
put a ſtop to its Arbitrary Sway 
and reduce it to Reaſon, 1s in a fair} 
way to render herſelf the Bart forall! 
the Fops in Town to ſhoot their im-} 
pertinent Cenſures at. And tho” a! 
wiſe Woman will not value ther] 
Cenſure, yet ſhe cares not to be tht 
{ubject of their Diſcourſe, The on 
ly way then 1s to retire from the 
World, as the Iſraelites did out 0 
Aeypr, leſt the Sacrifice we mult 
make of its Follies ſhou'd provoke its 
Spleen. 

This alſo puts us out of the road 
of Temptation, and very much It 


' deems our Time, cutting off thoſe 


CN» 


ad 
(> 
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extravagancies on which ſo much ot 
it was {quandred away before, and 


af furniſhing us conſtantly with good 


employment, ſecures us from being 
ſeduc'd into bad. Great are the 
Benefits of holy Converſation which 
wilt be here enjoy'd; As Vice &, fo 
Vertue may be catching ; and to what 


| heights of Piety will not ſhe advance, 


who is plac*d where the ſole bulinels 
i5to be Good, where there is no plea- 
ſure but in Religion, no contention but 
toexcel in what 1s truly commenda- 


' ble; where her Soul 1s not defild 
* nor her Zeal provok'd, by the (ight 
* or relation of thoſe Villanies the 
| World abounds with ? 


And by that Learning which will 


| be here afforded, and that leiſure 


we have to enquire after it, and to 
know and reflect on our own minds, 
we ſhall reſcue our ſelves out of that 
woful incogitancy we have {lipt in- 
tw, awaken our flzeping Powers, 
and make uſe of that rezton which 
GOD has given us. We [hall then 
dezin to wonder at our Folly, that 

D 2 amongit 
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amongſt all the pleafures we forme 
ly purſued, we never attended 
that moſt noble and delicious 
which is to be found in the chaſe «& 
Truth; and blefs our ſelves at laf 
that our eyes are open'd to biſern| 
how much more pleaſantly we mg} 
be entertain'd by our own Thought” 
than by all the Diverſions whid! 
the world affords us. By this mean; 
we are fitted to receive the influen 
ces of the holy Spirit and are put i 
a due frame for Devotion. No douht: 
but He has often knock'd at tht 
door of our hearts, when the croud; 
and noiſe of our Vanities would. na; 
{uffer us to regard or hear him, and} 
could had no admittance when out 
touſe- was ſo fill'd with other com? 
pany. Here therefore is the fittelt 
place for his Entertainment, for be 
ing ireed- from outward diſturban- 
ces, we are entirely at leiſure to at: 
tend ſo divine a Cueſt. Our Devo 
tions will be perform with due at- 
r£ation, thoſe Objefts that uſed to' 
duiract being now remoy'd from 
us; 
| 
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us; 'fimplicity of deſire will beget 
ſimplicity of thought, and that will 
make our mind molt intenſe and 


elevated, when we come to addreſs 


our ſelves to the Throne ot Grace. 
Being dead to the things of this 


{ world, we ſhall with greateſt fer- 
' your petition for thoſe of another ; 
' and living always in a lively and 
' awful ſenſe of the divine Majeſty, 


our hearts will ever be difpos'd to 
approach him in the moſt ſolemn, 
ſerious and reverent manner. {11s 


* a very unſeemly thing to jump from 
our Diverſions to our Prayers; as 
+ if when we have been entertaining 
' our ſelves and others with Vant- 


ty, we were inſtantly prepar'd to 


| appear in the ſacred preſence of 


GOD. But a Religious Retirement 
and holy Converſation, will pro- 
cure us a more ferious Temper, a 
praver Spirit, and ſo both make us 
habitually fit ro approach, and like- 
wiſe ſtir us up to be more careful 
In our actual preparations when we 
do. For belides all other improve- 
D 3 ments 
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ments of Knowledge, we ſhall hers 
by obtain truer Notions of GO 
than we were capable of before, 
which is of very great conſequence 
ſince the want of right apprehenſion 
concerning him, is the general cauk: 
of Miſtakes in Religion, of Error 
in Speculation, and Indecorums 1 
Praftice; for as GOD 1 the noble 
Objett of our Underitanding, { 
nothing is more neceſſary or of ſuch 
conſequence to us as to bulie out 
thoughts about him. And did we 
rightly conſider his Nature, we 
ſhould neither dere to forget hin 
nor draw near to him with uncleat 
nands and unholy hearts, | 
From this ſacred Mountain when 
the world will be plac'd at our feet, 
at ſuch a diſtance from us, that the 
ſteams of its corruptions ſhall not 
obſcure our eye-{ight, we ſhal} have 
a right proſpect of it and clearly dif 
cern that all its Allurements, Ml 
thoſe Gaities and Pageantries, whidl 
at preſent we admire {o much, aft 
no better than inſignificant Toys, 
which | 
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which have no value but what our 
perverſe Opinion impoſes on them. 
Things which contribute ſo very lit- 
tle to our real Good, that even at 
preſent, which is their only ſeaſom 
we may live much happter without 
than with them; and which are ſo 
far from being neceſſary to our Feli- 
city, that they ſhall vanilh and be no 
more when that is conſummate and 
perfect, Many are the Topics from 
whence we might declaim againſt 
the vanity of the world, but me- 
thinks Experience 1s ſo convincing 
that it ſuperſedes a!l the reit, and 
wou'd certainly reclaim us from the 
immoderate love of earthly enjoy- 
ments, did we but ſcrioully hearken 
to it, For tell me, Ladies, if your 
preateſt Pleaſures are not attended 
with a greater ſting; when you 
think to. graſp them, do they not 
either vaniſh into Air, or gall your 
fingers? To want or to enjoy them, 
is equally tormenting ; the one pro- 
duces in you the Pain of Hunger the 
other of Loathing. For in realty, 
D 4 there 
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there 15 no good in them, nothing 
but the Shadow and appearance; 
if there were, you cou'd not {o eaſily? 
loath your old Delights and be { 
tond of variety, what is truly deſira 
ble never ending 1n diſguſt. They 
are not therefore Pleaſures but A 
muſements which you now purſue, 
and which, through your 1gno- - 
rance of better Joys pretend to fil 
their place, toll you on with fair 
pretences and repay your Labour 
with defeated Hopes. Joys not near 
ſo laſting as the ſlighteſt toy you 
wear, the molt capricious Humo- 
riſt among you 15 more conltant 
far than they. Come hither there 
fore and take a true view of 'em, 
that you may no longer deceive 
your ſelves with that which pro- 
ts not, but ſpurning away thelc 
empty nothings, ſecure a portion 
in {uch a Bliſs as will not fail, as 
cannot diſappoint you! A Felicity 
which depending on GOD. only 
and your own Minds, 1s out of For- 
tunes reach, will place you _ 
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the Batteries of the world, above 
its Terrors and Allurements, and 
enable you at once to triumph over 
and deſpiſe it. And what: can be 
more glorious than to have a mind 
unſhaken by the blandiſhments of 
Proſperity, or the rough ſhocks of 
Adverlity; that paſſes thro* both 


' with the ſame indifferency and in- 


tegrity, is not to he tempted by et- 
ther to a mean,unworthy and indecent 
Adtion ? 

Farther yet, beſides that holy 
emulation which a continual view 
of tie brighteſt and moſt exemplary 
Lives will excite in us, we {hall 
lave opportunity of contracting the 
pureit and nobleſt Friendſhip; a 
Bleſſing, the purchaſe of which 
were richly worth all the World 
belides! For ſhe who poſleſles a 
worthy Perſon, has certainly obtain'd 
the richeſt Treaſure, A Bleſſing, 
that Monarchs may envy, and (he; 
who enjoys is happier than ſhe who. 
fills a Throne ! A Bleſſing, which 
next to the love of GOD, is the. 
D 5  choicelt 
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choiceſt Jewel in our Celettial Dia 
dem; which, were it duly pra 
Etis'd wou'd both: fit us for Heav'n 
and bring| it down mto our heans 
whilſt we 'tarry here. For Friend- 
ſhip is a virtue which comprehend; 
all the reſt; none being fit for this, 
who / is not adorn'd with every 0+ 
ther Virtue. Probably one confi: 
derable cauſe of the degeneracy of 
the ' preſent Ape, is the little true 
Friendſhip that is to be found 1n it; 
or perhaps you will rather ſay that 
this is the effeft of our corruption, 
The cauſe. and the effect are indeed 
reciprocal; for were the World 


& better there wou'd be more Friend- 


ſhip, 'and were there more Friend- 
ihip we ſhould. have a better World. 
But becauſe In:qaity abounds, there- 
fore the /ove of many is not only wax- 
en cold, but quite benumb'd and 
periſh'd. But it we have ſuch narrow 
hearts, be ſo full of miſtaken Selt 
love, ſo unreaſonably fond of our 
ſelves, that we cannot ſpare a hear- 
ry Good-Will to one or two choice 
Perſons, 
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Perſons, how can it ever be thought, 
that we ſhou'd well acquit our 
ſelves of that Charity which is due 
to all Mankind ? For Friendſhip 
is nothing elſe but Charity con-- 
tracted ; it is (in the words of ag 
admired Author) a kind of reveng- 
ing our ſelves on the narrownelſs 
of our Faculrties, by exemplifying 
that extraordinary Charity- on one 
or two, which we are v_ 
but not able to exerciſe towards 
all, And theretore *cis without 
doubt the beſt Inſtructor to teach 
us our duty to our Neighbour, and 
a moſt excellent Monitor to excite 
us to make payment as far as our 
power will reach. Ir has a ſpecial 
force to dilate our hearts, to deliver 
them from thar vicious ſelfiſhneſs and 
the reſt of thoſe ſordid Paſſions which 
expreſs a narrow illiberal temper, 
and are of fuch pernicious conſe- 
quence to Mankind, That 1nſtituti- 
0n therefore mult needs be highly be- 
neficial, which both difpoſes us-to be 
Friends our ſelves and helps to find 
them. 
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them. But by Friendſhip I do. not 
mean any thing like thoſe intimacies 
that are abroad in the World, which 
are often combinations in evil and 
at beſt but inſignificant dearnefles, as 
little reſembling true Friendſhip, as 
Modern Praftice does Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity. But I intend by 1t the 
greateſt uſefulnefs, the moſt refin'd 
and diſintereſg'd Benevolence, a love 
that . thinks nothing within the 
bounds of Power and Duty, too 
much to do or ſufter for its Belov- 
ed; And makes no diſtinction be- 
twixt its Friend and its felf, ex- 
cept that in Temporals it prefers 
her intereſt. But tho? it be very 
deſirable to obtain ſuch a Treaſure, 
fuch a Medicine of Lite as the wile 
man ſpeaks, yet the Danger is great 
t{ being deceiv'd in our choice, 
we ſuck in Poyſon where we ex- 
peed Health. And conlidering 
bow apt we are to diſguiſe our 


' . Slves, how hard it is to know our 


ewn hearts. much leſs anothers, it 


S 2ot adviſable to be too haſty 1n 
CONs 
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ot | contracting ſo important a Relati- 
tes } 0a; before that be done, it were 


ch - 


well if we could look into the very 
Soul of the beloved Perſon, to dif- 
cover What reſemblance it bears. to 
our own, and in this Society we: ſhafl 
have the beſt opportunities of do- 
ing ſo. There are no Intereſts here 
to ſerve, no contrivances for ano- 
ther to be a ſtale to; the Souls of 
all the Religious will be open and 
free, and rhoſe particular Friend» 
ſhips muſt be no prejudice to. the 
general Amity. But yet, as in Hea- 
vn that region of perfte&t Love, the 
happy Souls (as ſome are of opini- 
on) now and then ſtep aſide from 
more general Converſations, to en- 
tertain themſelves with a peculiar 
Friend; ſo, in this little emblem 
of that bleſſed place, what ſhou'd 
hinder, but that two Perſons of 
a ſympathizing diſpoſition, the wake 
and frame of whoſe Souls bears an 
exact conformity to each other, and 
therefore one wou'd think were 
purpoſely deſign'd by Heaven to 

unite 
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unite and mix ; what ſhou'd hinde 
them from entering into an holy 
combination to watch over each 
other for Good, to adviſe, encoy. 
rage and direct, and to obſerve the 
minute{t fault in order to 1ts amend. 
ment. 'The trueſt effect of love be. 
ing to endeavour the bettering the: 
beloved Perion. And therefore no 
thing is more likely to 1mprove uy 
in Virtue, and advance us to the 
very higheſt pitch of Goodne 
than unfeigned Friendſhip, which 
1s the moſt beneficial, as well x 
the moſt pleaſant thing in the 
world, 

But to haſten; ſuch an Inſtitution 
will much confirm us in Virtue 
and help us to perſevere to the end, 
and by that fubltantial Viety and 
ſolid Knowledge we ſhall here ac- 
quire, fit us to propagate Religion 
when we return into the World. An 
habitual PraCtice of Piety for ſome 
years - will ſo root and eftabliſh us 
in it, that Religion will become a 
ſecond Nature, and we muſt do 
ſtrange 
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nder; ſtrange violences to our ſelves, if af- 
hol} ter chat we dare venture to oppoſe it, 
each? For beſides all the other Advantages 
cou. | that Virtue has over Vice, this will 
the: difarm- it of C/tom, the only thing 
end that recommends it, bravely win 
be. its ſtrongeſt Fort and turn its own 
the] Cannon! againſt it ſelf. How al- 
n6 | molt impoſſible wou'd it be for her 
> W\ to fin, whoſe Under/landing being 
the clearly illuminated with the know- 
nek ledge of the Truth, is too wile to be 
ich imposd on by thoſe falſe Repre- 
\ 3 fentations that ſin wou'd deceive it 
the with; whoſe Will has found out 

and united it felf to its true Centre ; 
ion and having been long habituated to 
tue move 1n a right line, has no tempta- 
nd, tion to decline to an Oblique. Whoſe 
nd Afﬀettions have daily regaled on thoſe 
ac Celicious Fruits of Paradiſe which 
on Religion preſents them with, and 
An are therefore too ſublime and refhn'd 
me to reliſh the muddy Pleafures of 
vs fenſual Delights. It mutt certainly 
a be a Miracle if ſuch an one relin- 
do quilh her Glory and Joy ; ſhe muſt 
ge be 
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be as bad as Lucifer himſelf, who 
after ſuch Enjoyments can forſak 
her Heaven. ?*Tis too unreaſonabl; 
to imagine fuch an Apoltacy, the 
ſuppo'ition 1s monſtrous and there. 
fore we may conclude will never 0 
very rarely happen. And then wha 
a bleſſed World ſhou'd we- have, 
ſhining with ſo many ſiars of Ye. 
tue, who not content to be happy 
themſelves alone, tor that's a nar 
rowneſs of mind - too much beneath. 
their God-like temper, would: like 
the glorious Lights of. Heaven, « 
rather hike ym who made them, 
diffuſe their benign Influences where: 
ever they come. Having gain'd 
an entrance into Paradiſe themſelves, 
they wou'd both ſhew the way, and 
invite others to partake of their fel- 
city. Inſtead of that Froth and Im- 
pertinence, that Cenſure and Prap: 
maticalneſs, with which Feminine 
Converſations ſo much abound, we 
ſhould hear their tongues employ'd 
in making Profelytes to heaven, in 
running down Vice, in eſtabliſhing 

Virtue 
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Who, Virtue and proclaiming their Maker's 
ſake} Glory. *T'wou'd be more penteel 
abk} to give and take inſtruQtions about 
the * the ornaments of the Mind, than 
ere to enquire after the Mode; and a 
"0. Leture on the Faſhions wou'd be- 
'hat - come as difagreeable as at preſent 
ave," any ſerious diſcourſe 1s, Not the 
Ver. Follies of the Town, but the Beau- 
PpPy ties and the Love of JESUS wou'd 
nz be the moſt polite and delicious En- 
ath tertainments, ?T would be thought 
like as rude and barbarous to ſend our 
« Viſitors away uninſtructed, as our 
em, fooliſhneſs at preſent reckons it to 
re-* introduce a pertinent and uſeful 
nd; Converſation, Ladies of Quality 
ves, Wwou'd be able to diſtinguiſh them- 
and felves from their Inferiors, by the 
ell bleſſings they communicated and 
Im- the good they did. For this is their 
ag- grand Prerogative, their di/tinguiſh- 
une ing Charadter, that they are plac'd 
we i a condition which makes that 
ys which is every ones Chief buſineſs, 
In to be their Only employ. They have 
nothing to do bur to gloritie G O 
and, 
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and to benefit their Neighbours, a 
ſhe who does not thus improve 
Talent, is more vile and deſpicahk 
ang the meancſt Creature that attend 
er. 

And if after ſo many Spiritwl' 
Advantages, it be convenient t 
mention Temporals, here Heireſſe 
and Perſons of Fortune may be kep 
ſecure from the rude attempts « 
deſigning Men; And ſhe who hy 
more Money than Diſcretion, nee: 
not curſe her Stars for being expos4 
a. prey to bold importunate and + 

tons Vultures. She wii! not _ 

inveigled and imposd on, will 
neither be bought nor ſold, nor be | 
forc'd to marry for her own quiet, * 
when ſhe has no inclination to tt, 
but what the being tird out with 
a reitleſs importunity occalions. Or 
if ſhe be diſpos'd to marry, here ſhe 
may remain in fafety till a convent 
ent Match be offer'd by her Friends, 
and be freed from the danger of a 
diſhonourable one. Modeity requir- 


ing that a Woman ſhould not love 
betore 
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and! hefore Marriage, but only make 
 haf choice of one whom ſhe can love 
abk? hereafter; : She who has none bur 
end innocent affe&tions, being eafily a- 
| ble ro fix them. where Duty re- 
tua? quires. 

' tf And though at firſt I propos'd to 
eſls' my (elf to ſpeak nothing in particu- 
eft lar of the employment of the Religr- 
; 1 os, yet to give a Specimen how ule- 
tz. ful they will be to'the World,” I'am 
ed * now inclin*d'to declare, that it is de- 
$0 ſpo'd a part of their buſineſs ſhall be 
+ to give the beſt Education - to: the 
& | Children of Perſons of :Quality;' who 
vill 7 ſhall be attended and inftruRted in 
be | leſſer Matters by meaner Perſons de- 
et, | puted to that Office, but the forming 
It, | of their minds ſhall be the particular 
th | care of thoſe of their own Rank, 
Je who cannot have a more pleaſant 
x and uſeful employment than to exer- 
l- cile and encreaſe their own know- 
ls ledge, by inſtilling it into theſe 
a young ones, who are moſt like to 
> profit under ſuch Tutors. For how 
© cn their little Pupils forbear to cre- 
( dit 
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dit them, ſince they do not decy 
the World (as others may 
thought to do) becauſe they cout 
not enjoy it, but when they had iti; 
their power, were courted and | 
reſsd by it, for very good Reaſon} 
and on mature deliberation, thought: 
jit to relinquiſh and deſpiſe '1ts offen 
for a better choice? Nor are merce 
nary people on other accounts caps 
ble of doing fo much good to young 
Perſons; becauſe having often bu 
ſhort views of things themſelves, for 
did and low Spirits, they : are not 
like to form a generous temper in, 
the minds of the Educated. Doubt 
leſs *twas well confider'd of hin, 
who wou'd not truſt the breeding 
of his Son to a Slave, becauſe nd- 
thing great or excellent could be ex 
pected from a perſon of that condits 
on. 

And when by the increaſe of ther 
Revenue, the Religious are enabled 
to do ſuch a work of Charity, the 
Education they defign to beſtow on 
the Daughters of Gentlemen who * 

talled 
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fallen into decay will be no inconſi- 
derable advantage to the Nation. For 
hereby many Souls will be preſerv'd 
from great Diſhonours and put in a 
comfortable way of ſubliſting, being 
either receiv'd into the Houſe if they 
incline to it, or otherwiſe diſpos'd 
of, It being ſuppos'd that prudent 
Men will reckon the endowments 
they here acquire a ſufficient Dowry, 
and that a diſcreet and vertuous Gen- 
tewoman will makea better Wifethan 
ſhe whoſe mind is empty thoher Purſe 
be full, 

But ſome will ſay, May not People 
be good without this confinement? 
may they not live at large in the 
World, and yet ſerve GOD as ac- 
ceptably as here? *Tis allow'd they 
may ; truly wiſe and virtuous Souls 
wil] CO 1t by the afſiitance of G O D's 
Grace in deſpite of all temptations; 
and | heartily wiſh that all Women 
were of this temper. Burt it 1s to 
be conſider d, that there are tender 


| Virtues who need to he ſcreened 


from the ill Airs of the World : ma- 
ny 
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ny perſons who had gun well mig} 
have gone to the Grave 1n peace ar 
innocence, had it not been their mi 
fortune to be violently tempted 
For thoſe who have honeſt Hear 
have not always the (trongeit Heads; 
and ſometimes the enticements 
the World and the ſubtil inſinuation} 
of ſuch as lie in wait to deceive, my 
make their Heads giddy, ſtagge- 
their Reſolutions, and overthrow al? 
the fine hopes of a promiſing begs! 
ning. *Tis fit therefore, ſuch tende: 
Cyons ſhowd be tranſplanted, tha; 
they may be ſupported by the proj; 
of Virtuous Friendſhip, and con} 
firm'd in Goodneſs by holy Exams 
ples, which alas! they will not «| 
ten meet with in the World. And} 
ſuch is the weakneſs of humane N# 
ture, bad People are not fo apt to 
be better'd by the Society ot the 
Good, as the Good are to be corrupt 
ed by theirs, Since therefore we daily 
pray againit temptation, it cannot 
be amils if we take all prudent care. 
to avoid it, and not out of a vain pre 
ſumprtioo 


pl 
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ſumption face the danger which 
GOD may jultly permit to over- 
come us for a due correction of our 
Pride, It is not impoſſible for a 


| man to live in an infected Houſe or 


Town and eſcape with Life and 


| Healch, yet if he have a place in 


the Country to retire to, he will 


* not make ſlight of that advantage; 
> and ſurely the Health of our Souls 
is of greater conlideration than the 
” health of our Bodies. Befides, ſhe 


has need of an eſftabliſh'd Virtue and 


: conſummated Prudence, who ſo well 
roy 
"0 > 
| faithfully purſues it, that not con- 
tent to be wiſe and good her ſelf a- 


underltancds the great end for which 
ſhe came into the World, and fo 


lone, ſhe endeavours to propagate 
Wildom and Piety to all within her 


Sphere; But neither this Prudence 


nor heroic Goodnels are ealily attain- 


+ able amidit the noiſe and hutry of the 
| World, we muſt therefore retire a 
While from its clamour and importuni- 


ty, if we generouſly deſign to do 


 |1t good, and having calmly and ſe- 


dately 


— 
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dately obſerv*d and reQtify'd what | 
amiſs in our ſelves, we ſhall be fittal} 
to promote a Reformation 1in other} 
A devout Retirement will not onh} 
ſtrengthen and confirm our Soukf# 
that they be not infeted by th 
worlds Corruptions, but likewiſe þ/ 
purify and refine them, that the! 
will become Antidotes to expel th 
Poyſon in others, and ſpread aſalutan} 
Air on ev'ry Side. | 

If any obje& againſt a Learn! 
Education, that it will make Ws 
men vain and aſſuming, and inſtead} 
of corretting encreaſe their Pride:} 
I grant that a ſmattering in LearnungÞ 
may, for it has this effect on th} 
Men, none ſo Dogmatical and fo for 
ward to ſhew their Parts as your 
little Pretenders to Science, But |? 
wou'd not have the Ladies content 
themſelves with the ſhew, my delire 
is that they ſhou'd not reſt till the 
obtain the Subſtance, And then, (it 
who is molt knowing will be for 
ward to own with the wiſe Socrate 
that ſhe knows nothing : —_— 
that 
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It Mhat is matter of Pride and Oltenta- 
tteÞſtion; nothing but what 1s attended 
en with fo much ignorance and jmper- 
nh} fetion, that it cannot reaſonably elare 
ukÞ and puff her up. The more ſhe 
the\knows, ſhe will be the leſs ſubject to 
2 bi talkativeneſs and its ſiſter Vices, bc- 
hey? cauſe ſhe diſcerns, that the molt diff3- 
te? cult piece of Learning is to know 
any when to uſe and when to hold ones 
* Tongue, and never to ſpeak but to 
nel” the purpoſe. 
Vo: But the men if they rightly under- 
ea; ſtand their own intereſt, have no 
de:} reaſon to oppoſe an ingenious Educa- 
10gF tion of the Women, fince *ewou'd go 
tie}/a great way towards. reclaiming the 
{or-}men, Great is the influence we have 
ot Jover them in their Childhood, 1n 
t 1) which time if a Mother be diſcreet: 
en and knowing as well as devour, 
lie ſhe has many opportunities of giv- 
hey "ng ſuch a Form and Seaſon to the 
(he tender Mind of the Child, as wili 
for- ſhew its good effefs thro? all tlic 
ate ſtages of his Life. But tho' YOu 
10g ould not allow her capable of do- 
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ing good, *tis certain ſhe may i 
hurt : Tt ſhe do 114 make the Chili 
ſhe has power to 4/7 him, by 
fering her fondoe'(s to 7c ile betty 
of diſcreet affe&:0ni, Bur beliidg 
this, a good and prudent Wife wo 
wonderfully work on an ill may 
he muſt be a Brute indeed, wh! 
cou'd hold out againſt all thoſe x: 
nocent Arts, thoſe gentle perſuaſing 
and obliging methods ſhe wout 
uſe to reclaim him. Piety- is ofia! 
offenſive when it is accompanig! 
with indiſcretion ; but ſhe wh&' 
as Wiſe as Good, poſleſles ſi 
Charms as can hardly fail of prevat| 
ing. Doubtleſs her Husband 1 1 
much happier Man and more like} 
to abandon all his ill Courſes tha} 
he who has none to come home th 
but an ignorant, froward and fat, 
taltick Creature. An ingenious Cab! 
verſation will make his life colt 
f5rtable, and he who can be ſo wa! 
cntertain'd at home, needs not WW 
:Q1to Temptations in ſearch of Divth 


fions abroad, The only dragey h 
cat * 
| 
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that the Wife be more knowing 
Whan the Husband; but if ſhe be 
al tis his own fault, ſince he wants no 
*f opportunities of improvement ; un» 
M15 he be a natural Block-head, and 
"UF then ſuch an one will need a wiſe 
Wy Woman to govern him, whoſe pru- 
Wy dence will conceal it from publick 
wh Obſervation, and at once both cover 
\u7 2nd ſupply his defefts. Give me 
b- leave therefore to hope, that no Gen- 
ha tleman who has honourable deſigns, 
3 Will hence-forward decry Knows- 
# ledge and Ingenuity in her he would 
44 pretend to Honour; If he does, it 
x8 may ferve for a Teſt to diſtinguiſh 
ol the feigned and unworthy from the 
real Lover. 

Now who that has a ſpark of Pie- 
| ty will go about to oppole ſo Relig 
| us a deſign? What generous Spirit 

that has a due regard to the good of 
Mankind, will not be forward to 
advance and perfe& it? Who will 
,y\unk 500 pounds too much to lay 
| Out for the purchaſe of fo much Wil- 
-|dom and Happineſs? Certainly we 
E 2 ou'd 


| 
[ 
, 


Abs. 


'M- 


100 A Serious Propoſal 


ſhou'd not think them too d 
paid for by a much greater Sum, di 
not our pitiful and ſordid Spirits { 
a much higher value on Money thy; 
it deſerves. But granting ſo muy 
of that dear Idol were given away, 
a perſon thus bred, will eaſily make 
it up by her Frugality and other Vy. 
tues; if ſhe bring leſs, ſhe will oc 
waſte ſo much as others do 1n ſuper 
fluous and vain Expences. Nor ca 
I think of any expedient ſo uſely|\ 
as this to Perſons of Quality who ay 
over-ſtock'd with Children, for wor 
they mey honourably diſpoſe. 
them without impairing their_þ 
ſtates. Five or {ix hundred pound 
may . be eaſily ſpar'd with a daugh * 
ter, when ſo many thouſands would | 
go deep; and yet as the world gow. 
be a very inconſiderable Fortune 
tor Ladies of their Birth, neith& 
maintain them in that Port whil | 
Cuſtom makes almoſt neceſſary, not 
procure them an equal Match, thok ' 
of their own Rank (contrary to the 
generous cuſtom of the Germans) 
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cuſing rather to fill their Coffers 
than to preſerve the purity of their 
Blood, and therefore think a weighty 
Bag the beſt Gentility, preferring 
2 wealthy Upſtart before the belt 
Defcended and beſt Qualified Lady ; 
their own extravagancies perhaps 
having made it neceſſary, that they 
may keep up an empty ſhadow of 
Greatneſs, which is all that remains 
to ſhew what their Anceſtors have 
been, 

Does any think their Money loſt 
to: their Families when 'tis- put in 
here? I will only ask what courſe 
they can take to fave it, and at once 


| topreſerve their Money, their Ho- 


nour and their Daughters too? Were 


' they ſure the Ladies wou'd die un» 


married, I ſhou'd commend their 
Thrift, but Experience has too of- 


| ten ſhewn us the vanity of this ex- 
| petation. For the poor Lady hav- 
; Ing paſt the prime of her Years in 


Gaity and Company, in running the 
Circle of a!l the Vanities of the 


\ Town, having ſpread all her Nets 


E 3 and 
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W'- and ug'd all her Arts for Conq 
kf. and finding that the Bait fails w 
ſhe wou'd have it take; and hay 
all this while been ſo over-c 
of her Body, that ſhe had no ti 
tojmprove her Mind, which thereſy 
,affords her no ſafe retreat, now 
meets with Diſappointments abrad 
and growing every day more aw 
more ſenſible that the reſpe& whe 
us'd to be paid her decays as faſt; 
her Beauty ; quite terrified with 
dreadful Name of Od Maid, whi 
vet none bug Fools will reproach, 
with, nor any wiſe Woman be 
of; to avoid this terrible Mormo, 
the ſcoffs that are thrown on ſupers 
nuated Virgins, {he flies to ſome dt 
honourable Match as her laſt, thi 
much miſtaken Refuge, to the di 
grace of her Family and her own 
reparable Ruin. And now let as 
Perſon of Honour tell me, if it wet 
not richly worth fome thouſac 
Pounds, to prevent all this miſchi 
and the having an idle Fellow, a6 


perhaps a race of beggarly Childre 
( 
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to hang on him and to provide for ? 
Cou'd I think of any other Obje&ti- 


+ on I wou'd conſider it ; there's: no- 


thing indeed which witty Perſons may 
not argue for and againſt, but they 
who duly weigh the Argumeats on 
both ſides, unleſs they be extreamly 
prejudiced, wall eaſily diſcern the great 


* uſefulneſs of this Inſtitution. The 
> Bauyx perhaps, and topping Sparks of 
> the Town will ridicule and laugh ar 


it, For Virtue her ſelf as bright as 
ſhe is, can't eſcape the laſh of {curri- 


lus, Tongues; the comfort is, whilſt 
they tmpotently endeavour to throw 


dirt on her, they are unable to ſoil her 


| Beauty, and only defile and render 


themſelves the more contemptible. 
They may therefore it they pleaſe, 


v7 hug themſelves in their own dear fol- 
| Iy, and enjoy the diverſion of their 


own inlipid Jeits. She has but little 
V:idom and lels Virtue, who 1s to 
ve frightned from what ſhe judges 
reaſonable, by the ſcoffs and inſignth- 
cant noiſes of ludicrous Wits and pert 


' Buftoons. And no wonder that ſuch 


E 4 as 
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MW as they who have nothing to ſh 
Wy" for their pretences to Wir, but ſony 
ſcraps of Plays and bluſtring Nog 
fenſe; who fancy a well adjulted Pe 
ruke 1s able to ſupply their wantqy 
Brains, and that to talk much is 1 
{gn of Ingenuity, tho't be never </ 
''$ Ittle to the purpoſe, no wonder tha! 
\'Mh they obje&t againſt our Propoſa: 
n. 'Twou'd indeed ſpoil the Trade d 
the gay fluttering Fops, who woul' 
he at a loſs, had they no body as in 
q. ertinent as themſelves to talk with: 
WF The Criticiſm of their Dreſs wow'd bv 
8. wſcleſs, and the Tabour of their / lets 
| Chmbre loſt, unleſs they cou'd peac 
ably lay alide their Rivalling, and 
{. one Aſsbecontent to complement and 
| M admire another, For the Ladies wou'd 
\ have more diſcernment than to eſteem 
| a Man tor ſuch Follies as ſhou'd ra 
ther incline them to ſcorn and deſpiſe 
him. They wou'd never be fo ſotriſ 
as to imagine, that he who regards n6- 
”; thing but his own brutiſh Appetite, 
ij F#hou'd have any real affeQion for 
F' them, nor ever expect Fidelity from 
one 
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one who is unfaithful to GOD and 
his own Soul. They wou'd not be 10 
f .bſurd as to ſuppoſe, that Man can 
eteem them who negletts his Maker 
* for what are all thoſe fine Idolatries, 
by which he wou'd recommend him- 
* lf to his pretended Goddeſs, bur 
* mockery and deluſion from him who 
© forgets and affronts the true Deity ? 
> They wou'd not value themſelves on 
- account of the Admiration of ſuch in- 
competent Judges, nor conſequently 
make uſe of thoſe little trifling Arts 
that are neceſſary torecommend them 
.- toſuch Admirers; Neither wou'd they 
* givethem opportunity toprofeſsthem- 
| {elves their Slaves fo long till at lait 
| they become their Maſters. 
* What now remains, but to reduce 
; to Practice that which tends ſo very 
' + much ro our advantage. Is Charity 
ſo dead in the world that none will 
contribute to the ſaving their own 
and their neighbours Souls? Shall we 
Ireely expend our Money to purchaſe 
Vanity, and often times both preſent 
and future Ruin, and find none . for 
E 5 ſuch 
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fuch an eminent good Work, whid 
w1li make the Ages to come ariſe an 
call us Bleſſed ? I wou'd fain Perſuad 
my felt better things, and that I ſhal 
one day fee this Religious Retiremen 
happily ſetled, and its great deſign 
wiſely and vigorouſly purſu'd ; and 
methmks I have already a Viſiond 
that luſtre and glory our Ladies af 
tar and near; Let me therefore intrex 
the reſt of our Sex, who tho? at libe 
ty in the worid, are the muſerabk 
Slaves of their own vile afteCtions, k 
me intreat them to lay aſide their Pre 
zudices and whatever borders on Er 
vy and Malice, and with impartul 
eyes to behold the: Beauties of ou! 
Religious. The native innocency and! 
unaffectedneſs of whoſe Charms, and 
the unblameable Integrity of ther 
Lives, are abundantly more taking 
than all the curious Artitices and ſtu 
died Arts the other can invent to re 
commend them, even bad men them 
telves being Judges, who often betray 
a ſecret Veneration for that virtut 
they wou'd ſeem to deſpiſe and en 
deavou 
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deavour to corrupt. As there is not 


| any thing, no not the leaſt ſhadow of 


i motive to recommend Vice but its 


| faſhionableneſs and the being accul- 


tom'd to it, ſo there is nothing at all 
forbiding in Virtue but her uncouth- 


* neſs. Acquaint your ſelves with her 
' alittle, and you'll wonder how you 


cou'd be ſo fooliſh as to delight in any 
thing beſides! For you'l] find her 
Converſation molt ſweetand obligiag ; 
her Precepts moſt eaſy and benehcaal ; 


her very tasks Joys, and her Injuncti- 


ons the higheſt Pleaſures. She wall 
notrob you of any innocent delight, 
nor engage you to any thing beneath 


' your Birth and Breeding; but will 


put a new and more grateful reliſh 1n- 
to all your Enjoyments, and male 
them more delicious with her Sweet- 
neſs. She'll preſerve and augment 
your Honour, by allying you to the 
Kingof Heaven; ſecure your Grandeur 
dy fixing it on a firm bottom, ſuch as 
thecaprice of Fortune cannot ſhake or 
overthrow ; {he'l] enlarge your _ 
raiſc 
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raiſe them above the common leye 
and encourage that allowable Pride 
SCcorning to do a baſe unworthy af 
on; Make you truly amiable 1n th 
zyes of GOD and Man,preſcrve eve 
the Beauty of your Bodies as long x 
*:is poſſible for ſuch a brittle thing h 
1ait, and when it mult of neceſſity det 
cay, impreſs ſuch a lovelineſs on you? 


Minds,2s will ſhinethro? and brights 


our very Countenances ; enriching 
you with ſuch a ttock of Charms, tha 
Time which devours every othef 
thing, ſhall never be able to decay 
In a word, 'tis Virtue only whud; 
czn make you truly happy in hi! 
world as well as 1n the next. | 
There is a fort of Bravery an} 
Greatneſs of Soul, which does mor} 
truly ennoble us than the higheſt Ti} 
tle, and it conliſts in living up to tl 
digniry of our Natures, being, fo fer 
be of our own worth as to think 
Gur iclves t0O great £O do a degens | 
rate end unbecomirg thing ; in pak} 
ling indifferently thro: Good os 
Of 
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level8 Fortune, without being corrupted by 
ded the one or depreſt by the other. Por. 
aaF ſhe that can do ſo, gives evidence 
1 th# that her Happineſs depends not on fo 
eve mutable a thing as this World ; bur, 
nga) in a due ſubſerviency ro the Almigh- 
g k ty, is bottom'd only on her own 
y ds" great Mind, This is the richeſt Or- 
yor? nament, and renders a Woman glori- 
hte: ous in the loweſt Fortune. So ſhining 
hin is real worth, that like a Diamond it 
tha: loſes not its luſtre tho? caſt ona Dung- 
the hill, Whereas, ſhe who is advanc'd 
cay; to ſome eminent Station and wants 
hid; this natural and ſolid Greatneſs, is no * 
thi” better than Fortunes May-game, ren- 

/ dered more conſpicuous that ſhe may 
ant} appear the more contemptible. Let 
10re} thoſe therefore who value themſelves 
T5 only on external accompliſhments, 
the} conſider how liable they are to decay, 
ſen-4 and how ſoon they may be depriv*d 
ink} Of them, and that ſuppoſing they 
06-4 ſhou'd continue, they are but ſandy 
pal; Foundations: to build Eſteem upon. 
vi; What a diſappointment will it be to 
orf 2 Ladies Admirer as well as to her 
ſelf, 


lo A Serious Propoſal 


felf, that her Converſation (hou'd lc 
or endanger the Victory her cyes| 
gain'd! For when the Paſſion of 
Lover is Exchang'd for the Indifþ 
rence of a Husband, and a frequen{ 
review has leſſen'd the wonder whidl 
her Charms at firſt has raisd, ſhell 
retain no more than ſuch a for mals 
ſpe& as decency and good breedin! 
will require, and perhaps hardly tha,” 
but unleſs he be a very good Ma 
(and indeed the world is not ova: 
full of 'em ) her worthleſneſs has ma&' 
a forfeit of his AfﬀteQtions, which are {" 


- dom fixt by any other thing than "el 


neration and Eſteem. Whereas 1 
wiſe and good Woman 1s uſeful and! 
valuable in all Ages and Conditions: 
{he who chiefly attends the ove thin} 
needful, the good part which ſhall not 
taken from ber, lives a et and | 
pleaſant Life, innocent and ſedate, © 
calm and tranquill, and makes a gl | 
rious Exit; being tranſlated from the 
moſt happy life on Earth to unſpeak 
able happineſs in Heaven; a freſhand | 
tragrant Name embalming her Des 
an 
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| lofand extending its Perfume to ſucceed- 
5 bafling 4gcs. Whilſt the Fools, and the 
of # worſt iort of them the wicked, /ive 
Jifet as well 25 die in Miſery, go out in a 
ven ſnuff, Icaving nothing but ſtench 
high and putrefaftion behind them. 
hel? To cloſe all, if this Propoſal which 
| z5 is but a rough draught and rude Eſ- 
ling: fay, and which might be made much 
ha,” more beautiful by a better Pen, give 
a. occaſion to wiſer heads to improve 
va; and perfect it, I have my end. For 
ad imperfeCt as 1t 15, it ſeems ſo deſira- 
{* ble, that ſhe who drew the Scheme 
Ve) is full of hopes, it will not want kind 
$4} hands to perform and compleat it. 
nd!) But if it miſs of that, 1t 1s but a few 
ns;5 hours thrown away and a little labour 
n vain, which yet will not be loſt, if 
11 what is here offer'd may ſerve to ex- 
ad | preſs her hearty good-will, and how 
ts, | Much ſhe deſires your Improvement, 
lo | who 1s 


k LADIES, 
Tour very humble Servant. 
FIMNIS. 
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